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MINUTES OF THE 2014 GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
ARMENIAN CHURCH YOUTH ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

Held at the Diocese of the Armenian Church (Eastern) 
Hosted by the Armenian Church of the Holy Martyrs, Bayside, New York 

May 22-23, 2014 
 
THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2014 
FIRST ASSEMBLY SESSION 
The General Assembly of the Armenian Church Youth Organization of America convened on Thursday 
May 22, 2014 at 7:12PM. The 2014 Central Council Chair Jonathan Pelaez (Livingston, NJ) welcomed 
delegates and called the meeting to order. 
 
The following Central Council members were present: 
Adrienne Ashbahian, Programming Coordinator (Fair Lawn, NJ) 
Ani Grigorian, Vice Chair (Racine, WI) 
Chelsea Kress, Secretary (Fair Lawn, NJ) 
Jonathan Pelaez, Chair (Livingston, NJ) 
Armen Terjimanian, Public Relations Coordinator (Washington, DC) 
Daniel Zalinov, Chapter Relations Coordinator (Charlotte, NC) 
 
The following Central Council Member arrived later in the evening: 
Shant Paklaian, Treasurer (Chicago, IL) 
 
Roll Call 
Chelsea Kress (CC Secretary, Fair Lawn, NJ) conducted roll call. She stated that 44 delegates were 
present. (Attachment A) 
 
Invocation 
The Primate, His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, offered the Invocation. 
 
Introduction of Robert’s Rules of Order 
Sam Mrofcza, Chair of the 2013 General Assembly, was unable to attend this year. Central Council 
Chair Jonathan Pelaez (Livingston, NJ) stepped in to Chair the Assembly until the 2014 Chair was 
elected. 
 
Jonathan reviewed meeting procedure and provided a brief explanation of Robert’s Rules of Order, 
referring to the “Parliamentary Procedure at a Glance” chart supplied to the delegates in their 
registration folders. (Attachment B)  
 
Election of Assembly Chair and Vice Chair 
Representing the Nominating Committee, Lauren Piligian (Framingham, MA) presented the following 
nominee for Assembly Chair: Gregory Torosian (Cambridge, MA). Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) 
nominated Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA). The nomination was seconded by Adrienne Ashbahian 
(CC Programming, Fair Lawn, NJ) and accepted. 
 
Fr. Aren Jebejian (Chicago, IL) made a motion to close nominations. The motion was seconded by 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) and passed.  
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Introduction of Diocesan Council Members 
Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) introduced Diocesan Council Chairman James Kalustian 
(Cambridge, MA) who acknowledged present members of Diocesan Council, addressed the Assembly 
and highlighted the importance of lifelong dedication and service to the Church. In addition to the 
Diocesan Council Chair, James Kalustian, other Diocesan Council members present were Fr. Aren 
Jebejian, Fr. Krikor Sabounjian, Fr. Vasken Kouzouian, Fr. Aved Terzian, Antranig Garibian and 
Thomas Ashbahian. 
 
Election of Assembly Chair and Vice Chair (continued) 
Lauren Piligian (Framingham, MA) announced that Gregory Torosian (Cambridge, MA) was elected 
Chair of the Assembly and that Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA) would serve as Vice Chair of the 
Assembly. 
 
Appointment of Secretary, Sergeant-at-Arms, Parliamentarian, and Resolutions and Courtesies 
Committee 
Gregory Torosian (Cambridge, MA) announced that Mary Keutelian (Greenfield, WI) and Christine 
Santourian (Southfield, MI) have been appointed Assembly Co-Secretaries by Central Council and that 
Diocesan Coordinator of Youth and Young Adult Ministries Lorie Odabashian (Department of Youth 
and Young Adult Ministries (DYYAM), Diocese) would assist.  
 
Stephen Hollisian (Cambridge, MA) and Shaunt Fereshetian (Watertown, MA) were appointed to serve 
as Sergeants-at-Arms.  
 
Fr. Yeprem Kelegian (Racine, WI) and Fr. Aren Jebejian (Chicago, IL) were appointed to serve as 
Parliamentarians. 
The following delegates were appointed to serve on the Resolutions and Courtesies Committee: Harry 
Kezelian (Southfield, MI), Arsen Yelegen (White Plains, NY), and Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA).  
 
Adoption of Agenda 
Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA) made a motion to accept the agenda. The motion was seconded by 
Steven Hollisian (Cambridge, MA) and passed. (Attachment C) 
 
Acceptance of the 2013 General Assembly Minutes 
The floor was opened for questions regarding the minutes of the 2013 General Assembly. No questions 
were posed. Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) moved to accept the minutes from the 2013 General 
Assembly. Peter Oundjian (Watertown, MA) seconded the motion and the motion passed. 
 
Joint Report of the Central Council and DYYAM  
Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) addressed the Assembly on behalf of the Central Council. 
Points were highlighted from the Joint Report and opened the floor for questions. (Attachments D & E) 
 
Fr. Yeprem Kelegian (Racine, WI) asked how many hits the ACYOA website receives. Jonathan 
explained that further updates regarding the ACYOA website would be provided later in the meeting. Fr. 
Yeprem Kelegian (Racine, WI) remarked that the Spring Break Habitat for Humanity trips were a 
positive event that should be revived. He also brought up the Report of the 2013 General Assembly and 
Sports Weekend Committee. Jonathan advised that this topic would be addressed later. Aaron Derderian 
(Watertown, MA) moved to accept the report. Krikor Nazarian (Bayside, NY) seconded the motion and 
it carried. 
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Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) requested time to give additional updates regarding events 
that occurred since the beginning of the year. He highlighted a new partnership with ShopLavenk, which 
is a company that allows handmade crafts and products created by women in Armenia to be sold in 
America. The ACYOA Central Council agreed to host a link to the ShopLavenk website and to support 
them, as the organization is non-political and has a humanitarian mission. Jonathan also introduced an 
initiative to involve the ACYOA with the Bank of America Match Donor Program. This program 
matches proceeds from donations made by Bank of America employees to certain organizations. He also 
spoke about the Nancy Basmajian Scholarship Fund and reinforced that this fund had been created by 
the same Assembly one year prior for the benefit of the ACYOA for years to come. Jonathan concluded 
by announcing the passing of a proposal at the 2014 Diocesan Assembly for a $250.00 Parish 
Assessment that would be collected from each parish to benefit the ACYOA. He then invited Jennifer 
Morris, the Director of the Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries to speak. 
 
Jennifer Morris (DYYAM, Diocese) thanked the Primate for her appointment as Director of the newly 
created Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries in September 2013. She explained that the 
Department was created to focus on the needs of youth and young adults across the Diocese.  Jennifer 
pointed out the Department’s wide scope, encompassing both the Hye Camp and St. Vartan Camp 
programs, Armenian Service Project, Jerusalem Pilgrimage, ACYOA Juniors programming, ACYOA 
Seniors programming, and work with parish youth advisors and clergy at the parish level. Lorie 
Odabashian (DYYAM, Diocese) was appointed as Department Coordinator, and Jennifer praised her 
passion for youth and young adult ministries. She noted that the Department employs a very visible 
social media campaign, frequent travel throughout the Diocese, and meetings with the Youth Advisory 
Committee. Jennifer closed by reading the Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministry’s Mission, 
which is to: inspire youth and young adults to develop their Armenian Christian identity by creating 
experiences which help them connect the faith and culture of the Armenian Church to their daily lives. 
 
Assembly Chair Gregory Torosian (Cambridge, MA) invited comments. Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, 
Livingston, NJ) made a point to address the significant transition that had occurred over the year 2013 
with former ACYOA Executive Secretary Nancy Basmajian’s retirement and the creation of the 
Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministry under the leadership of Jennifer Morris and Lorie 
Odabashian. He thanked the Primate for understanding the necessity of such a department and the 
tremendous value of Jennifer and Lorie’s ministry and devotion to the ACYOA. 
Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA) moved to accept the report. Nora Dulkadir (Chicago, IL) seconded 
the motion and it passed.  
 
Report of the Hand-in-Hand ACYOA/FAR Committee 
Adrienne Ashbahian (CC Programming, Fair Lawn, NJ) delivered the report on behalf of committee 
member Eric Ashbahian (Attachment F). She explained that a previous endeavor by the Hand-in-Hand 
ACYOA/FAR Committee to host an event at the St. Leon Armenian Church was postponed and retooled 
into a new event to be held in 2014. This event would incorporate an art sale of pieces produced by 
children at the FAR center in Armenia. Adrienne encouraged ACYOA members from the NY/NJ area to 
volunteer to be a part of this event. 
 
A motion was made by Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) to accept the report. Ronald Malconian 
(Cambridge, MA) seconded the motion and it carried.  
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St. Nersess Armenian Seminary Presentation 
St. Nersess Armenian Seminary Dean, Fr. Mardiros Chevian, presented an update on the new St. 
Nersess campus being built in Armonk, NY. In his remarks, he discussed construction progress, current 
seminary activity, and vision for the future. Fr. Mardiros cited the unique role of St. Nersess as the only 
Armenian seminary in the Western Hemisphere that trains priests and lay leaders in the traditions of the 
Armenian Church. 
Fr. Krikor Sabounjian (Framingham, MA) remarked that one way to immediately assist the Seminary’s 
efforts is to join the annual Stewardship Campaign by making a commitment to an annual contribution 
to the Seminary. He called on delegates to become ambassadors of the Seminary through 
communicating this need to their parishes and families. 
Fr. Nersess Jebejian (Retired) asked how the new Seminary campus in Armonk would contribute to the 
Seminary’s life and future. Fr. Mardiros explained that the new campus would foster a greater sense of 
community and movement due to its unique building plan and facilities.  
 
FAR – Ayo! Presentation 
Andre Berg (FAR) introduced Alisha Sharaballi to discuss the We are Ayo! initiative. She introduced 
Ayo!, a new branch of FAR which serves to bring local solutions to local challenges in Armenia by 
utilizing social media and crowdsourcing. She described Ayo! as a movement to help educate new 
generations of Armenians about how to affect change. Administrative costs associated with Ayo! 
projects are subsidized by a donor, so every dollar donated goes directly to completing projects. Alisha 
asked the delegates to join the Ayo! movement by spreading the word via social media. 
Emily Janigian (Racine, WI) requested the specific Facebook name and Twitter information. Ayo! can 
be reached online at: www.weareayo.com 
 
Sarine Atamian (Bayside, NY) described her ACYOA chapter’s involvement with Ayo! and the 
fulfillment that ACYOA members felt from sponsoring the construction of an elevator at the Gavar 
School in Armenia. 
 
Jennifer Morris (DYYAM, Diocese) announced that due to technical difficulties, the remainder of the 
Ayo! website demonstration and Agenda item X. The Zohrab Information Center presentation would not 
be possible until the issues were resolved. Assembly Chair Gregory Torosian (Cambridge, MA) called 
for a motion to table the remainder of the Ayo! presentation as well as the Zohrab Information Center 
presentation. Harry Kezelian (Southfield, MI) moved to table the presentations and Ronald Malconian 
(Cambridge, MA) seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 
Report of the 2012 Sports Weekend Committee 
On behalf of the 2012 Sports Weekend Committee, Fr. Aren Jebejian (Chicago, IL) explained that a 
complete set of financials could not be passed to the Central Council due to an outstanding issue with 
the Knickerbocker Hotel in Chicago, IL. He alerted the Assembly that himself and the St. Gregory 
Parish Council were closely following the situation and trying to resolve it as soon as possible. He 
recommended that it be tabled until the following year when it would hope to be resolved. 
 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) made a motion to table the Report of the 2012 Sports Weekend 
Committee to the 2015 General Assembly. The motion was seconded by Melissa Mardoian (Palos 
Heights, IL) and passed.  
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Report of the 2013 Sports Weekend Committee 
Jennifer Morris (DYYAM, Diocese) presented the report on behalf of the 2013 Sports Weekend 
Committee as no members of the committee were present at the Assembly (Attachment G). Jennifer 
expressed that the 2013 Sports Weekend Chair, Nicholas Durgarian, sent his apologies for not being 
present, but had submitted an addendum to the 2013 Sports Weekend Committee’s Report. Jennifer 
explained that the addendum had been requested specifically by Diocesan Council Chair, James 
Kalustian (Cambridge, MA). Jennifer read the addendum (Attachment H).  
 
Assembly Chair Gregory Torosian (Cambridge, MA) opened the floor for questions. Caiti Zeytoonian 
(Watertown, MA) expressed displeasure that no members of the 2013 Sports Weekend committee were 
present to answer questions and asked why the report was shared publicly. She noted that while issues 
raised in the report were significant, the way they were expressed reflected poorly on the ACYOA and 
did not adequately represent the ACYOA as an organization. Caiti questioned what was being done to 
alleviate concerns expressed in the report. 
 
Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) asked Caiti for further clarification regarding her question. 
Caiti answered that she specifically questioned what, if any, progress had been made to address concerns 
between the 2013 Sports Weekend Committee and the Central Council. 
 
Fr. Yeprem Kelegian (Racine, WI) made a point of information to clarify that the question referred to 
page five of the 2013 Sports Weekend Committee Report. 
 
Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) answered that his Central Council tenure began in 2012 so 
he could only speak to events since that time, and not to the Central Council’s reaction regarding the bid 
for Providence to host the 2013 General Assembly and Sports Weekend. He noted that since his time on 
Central Council, an overwhelming desire for open dialogue between the Providence Community and 
Central Council has been expressed. This included the installation of a liaison to their committee, a 
chapter visit, and a very extensive meeting with multiple members of the Council and Primate. 
 
Jonathan said that outside of the scope of hosting the 2013 General Assembly and Sports Weekend, a 
permanent Central Council liaison to each ACYOA chapter is maintained for open communication and 
to encourage participation in ACYOA events. Speaking specifically to the 2013 Sports Weekend 
Committee’s report, Jonathan explained that Providence ACYOA President confirmed that the report 
presented was the final report of the 2013 Sports Weekend Committee, and was submitted per the 
ACYOA By-Laws to the General Assembly. Jonathan noted that the Central Council’s position was still 
to maintain an open dialogue and encourage participation from Providence ACYOA Juniors, Seniors, 
and lay people in future ACYOA events. 
 
Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA) asked the Assembly Chair if a motion could be made to reject the 
report. Gregory Torosian (Cambridge, MA) answered that after discussion of the report closed, a motion 
could be made to reject the 2013 Sports Weekend Committee’s report as presented. 
 
Peter Oundjian (Watertown, MA) advised the Assembly of his intention to propose that specific 
guidelines be approved for future Sports Weekend Committee reports. 
 
Ani Grigorian (CC Vice Chair, Racine, WI) further clarified the Central Council’s position regarding the 
annual ACYOA General Assembly and Sports Weekend. She explained that the liaison system and set 
of guidelines presented to each Sports Weekend committee were in place to demonstrate how the 
Central Council interfaces with host chapters. She noted that as the elected governing representatives of 
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the ACYOA, any direction given by the Central Council to the host committee is made via the authority 
given to the Central Council by the Assembly and the wishes of the Primate. 
 
Lauren Piligian (Framingham, MA) asked about the Profit Sharing line item of the 2013 Sports 
Weekend Committee’s financial report.  She asked where that money came from. Jonathan Pelaez (CC 
Chair, Livingston, NJ) answered that it was the Central Council’s conjecture that an agreement was 
made between the Crowne Plaza Hotel and the 2013 Sports Weekend Committee to share the profits of 
whatever was made from hotel costs paid by participants. 
 
Jonathan clarified that this was the Central Council’s understanding of the situation and not a definitive 
answer. He noted that though a formal answer had been requested of the Providence committee, and had 
not yet received one. It was noted that an additional request for a definitive answer regarding the profit 
sharing line item would be made to the Providence Committee. 
 
Danielle Malconian (Cambridge, MA) cited the General Assembly and Sports Weekend Guideline 
regarding hotel costs. She questioned if the 2013 Sports Weekend Committee made every effort to lower 
hotel room rates and requested that this be taken into consideration when asking members of the 2013 
host committee to clarify the price of hotel rooms. 
 
Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) answered that the guidelines are set up and agreed on each 
year with the host committee. He explained that the guidelines were revised with respect to the 2013 
Sports Weekend with the provision that room rates be as low as possible to afford member attendance 
and encourage greater participation throughout the weekend.  
 
Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA) thanked CC Vice Chair Ani Grigorian for her clarification regarding 
the liaison system. She remarked that it would be extremely difficult to gain a greater understanding of 
issues regarding the 2013 Sports Weekend Report without members of the 2013 committee present. 
Caiti urged delegates to create a tangible solution to prevent a report written in the same tone from being 
disseminated in the future and gave the example of a Sports Weekend Advisory Committee. She also 
noted past ideas such as an ACYOA Alumni Committee that could help to oversee future Sports 
Weekends. 
         
Diocesan Council Chair James Kalustian (Cambridge, MA) remarked that the tone and tenure of reports 
should be constructive and collaborative. He informed the Assembly that he had notified the 2013 Sports 
Weekend Chair of this request.  
 
Matthew Dalakian (Livingston, NJ) expressed that this discussion would be most fruitful if 
representatives from the 2013 Sports Weekend Committee were present to answer questions. 
 
Matt moved to table further discussion of the 2013 Sports Weekend Committee Report until a 
representative of the committee was present. Danielle Malconian (Cambridge, MA) seconded the 
motion. 
 
Jennifer Morris (DYYAM, Diocese) pointed out that she had communicated with the 2013 Sports 
Weekend Chair and he would be unable to attend the remaining Assembly Sessions. She said she would 
endeavor to reach the 2013 Sports Weekend Chair or another member of the 2013 Sports Weekend 
Committee to be in communication with the Assembly. Matthew withdrew the motion to table 
discussion. 
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Peter Oundjian (Watertown, MA) referred to page five of the Report of the 2013 Sports Weekend 
Committee and took issue with the report’s indication that the Central Council withdrew support from 
the 2013 Sports Weekend Committee’s initial bid to host Sports Weekend 2013. Peter inquired why or if 
the Central Council did in fact withdraw support from the 2013 committee’s efforts. 
 
Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) responded that he was not a member of Central Council at 
that point, and to his understanding, the chapter’s overall inactivity provided the rationale behind 
withdrawing full support for the bid. 
 
Adrienne Ashbahian (CC Programming, Fair Lawn, NJ) added that communication between the Central 
Council and Providence Committee gave the impression that the Providence chapter was not able to host 
since they did not have an active ACYOA chapter or leadership in the community at the time. She noted 
that the Central Council Chair and Vice Chair at that time primarily dealt with the issue. She expressed 
that for these reasons, the Central Council submitted a statement at the 2012 General Assembly to 
clarify why the Central Council thought it was an inappropriate time for the Providence chapter to 
submit a bid. 
 
Danielle Malconian (Cambridge, MA) shared her perspective on the 2013 bid presentation based on her 
experience as a delegate to the 2012 General Assembly. She remarked that it was very difficult for 
delegates to vote on bids for the 2013 Sports Weekend since no representatives from Providence were in 
attendance to present their bid, and the other bid on the table was for the 2014 Sports Weekend.  
 
Mark Varteressian (Springfield, MA) asked for clarification regarding the Kef Time Providence event. 
He wanted to know if it was indeed part of Sports Weekend 2013 and how the profits from that event 
were distributed. Jennifer Morris (DYYAM, Diocese) responded that the Kef Time event was within the 
Sports Weekend schedule but opened up to a larger audience and the entire Providence community.  
 
Mark further commented that the entire report was written in a negative tone and the language was 
confusing. He felt the financial information included was extremely limited and not detailed enough for 
delegates to draw any conclusions about the weekend’s finances. Since nothing was broken down in the 
Financial Report, he felt delegates could not know where profit was allocated or how much money was 
generated. 
 
Fr. Aren Jebejian (Chicago, IL) expressed that the 2012 Sports Weekend Committee was frustrated to 
hear that the 2013 Committee had planned an event that was open to an audience beyond ACYOA 
participants, as the 2012 Committee had approached the Central Council about hosting such an event. 
He said trying to find further issues about past occurrences would not change what had happened and 
instead the focus should be on moving forward. He asked if the 2013 Sports Weekend financials had 
been audited by the Auditing Committee. 
 
Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) answered that the 2013 Sports Weekend financials were 
under the auspices of the host parish and would not be audited by the ACYOA Auditing Committee. 
Hayr Aren Jebejian (Chicago, IL) noted that the Providence ACYOA Chapter President had signed the 
report. He further asked if the parish had approved and audited the financial information presented. 
 
Fr. Krikor Sabounjian (Framingham, MA) made a point of information to ask for verification that the 
Providence ACYOA Chapter President signed off on the report. He asked if his signature was on the 
document. 
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Jennifer Morris (DYYAM, Diocese) clarified that after receiving the report, Diocesan Vicar Fr. Simeon 
Odabashian received verbal confirmation of the report from the Providence ACYOA Chapter President, 
Fr. Shnork Souin. 
 
Krikor Nazarian (Bayside, NY) said he felt it was clear that guidelines were not followed and asked if 
there would be any reprimand. 
 
The Primate, Archbishop Khajag Barsamian responded that guidelines are meant to followed, and in the 
future, mistakes should not be repeated. He said that the Diocesan Council discussed the situation at 
length and was very aware of what had happened. He stressed that the issue at hand was learning from 
mistakes that were made. The Primate noted that the issues being discussed created a breakdown in 
communication that should be moved aside. He said he was happy to hear that the Providence ACYOA 
Chapter currently has a relationship and dialogue with the Central Council and neighboring parishes. 
 
Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA) expressed that falsehoods could be found throughout the report. 
One example he pointed out concerned the removal of participants who started a fight, yet he saw the 
same individuals present at athletics later in the weekend. He moved to close discussion. The motion 
was not seconded. 
 
Fr. Yeprem Kelegian (Racine, WI) remarked that the discussion’s tone was becoming negative. He 
pointed to the poorly constructed financial report as a reason to reject the report and voiced his 
expectation that the Central Council obtain a more detailed financial report with extensive annotations. 
He explained that this could be achieved without a motion, and cited Article Ten Section Nine of the 
ACYOA By-Laws: “The ACYOA Central Council shall be entitled to require, at any time, an accurate 
accounting of funds and activities from any Chapter. Should a Chapter fail to produce such documents, 
the ACYOA Central Council may restrict their voting privileges at the following General Assembly.” 
Fr. Yeprem urged the Central Council to uphold the by-laws and get an accurate financial report as soon 
as possible. 
 
Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA) requested that all delegates to the 2014 General Assembly receive 
a copy of the new report. 
 
Hayr Aren Jebejian (Chicago, IL) cited Article Eleven, Section Four of the by-laws “A detailed report, 
including financial records, shall be kept by the host Chapter, and sent to the Central Council within 
ninety days of the event. If a written request is received by the ACYOA Central Council before the 
deadline, the Central Council may extend the deadline by no more than an additional ninety days at their 
discretion.” 
 
A motion to close discussion was made by Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA), and seconded by 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA). The motion did not carry. 
 
As a point of information, Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) asked if the financial report 
requested would change the Assembly’s ability to approve the Report of the 2013 Sports Weekend 
Committee. 
 
Hayr Aren Jebejian (Chicago, IL) moved to table the presentation of the 2013 Sports Weekend Financial 
Report until the Central Council could report back to the Assembly with further details. Caiti Zeytoonian 
(Watertown, MA) seconded the motion. 
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Christina Azarian (Cambridge, MA) moved to amend the motion to include a ninety day deadline for the 
updated 2013 Sports Weekend Financial Report to be submitted. Danielle Malconian (Cambridge, MA) 
seconded the motion. 
 
Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) stated that the information would be received by the Central 
Council and reported to the 2015 ACYOA General Assembly. Harry Kezelian (Southfield, MI) asked 
for clarification on what exactly would be included in the report. 
 
Michael Sabounjian (Framingham, MA) asked if a set of parameters would be set for the report. The 
Primate responded that as the Assembly had not yet received the report, its contents could not be 
determined. 
 
Melissa Mardoian (Palos Heights, IL) moved to close discussion on the amendment to the motion to 
table discussion of the 2013 Sports Weekend Financial Report. It was seconded by Aaron Derderian 
(Watertown, MA) and discussion on the amendment closed. 
 
The Chair called for a motion to accept the motion as amended with the ninety day deadline. A motion 
was made by Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA), seconded by Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) and 
passed. The motion to table discussion of the 2013 Sports Weekend Financial Report was amended to 
include a ninety-day deadline for the updated report to be submitted. 
 
A motion was made by Karina Bekelian (Watertown, MA) to further amend the motion to stipulate that 
the entire report be written in a less subjective tone. Lauren Piligian (Framingham, MA) seconded the 
motion to add the amendment and the motion carried. 
 
Fr. Yeprem Kelegian (Racine, WI) moved to close discussion of the amendment. The motion was 
seconded by Nora Dulkadir (Chicago, IL) and passed. The motion to table discussion of the 2013 Sports 
Weekend Financial Report, pending receipt of an updated report within ninety days was amended to 
include a stipulation that the report is written less subjectively. 
 
The Primate remarked that continuing the discussion without representatives from the Providence 
ACYOA chapter present could lead to further issues. He advised the Assembly that he would contact Fr. 
Shnork Souin and ask for representation to be sent to the next day’s General Assembly Session. 
 
Parliamentarian Fr. Yeprem Kelegian (Racine, WI) explained that the motion to table discussion of the 
2013 Sports Weekend report could still be passed, and that the tabled matter would be opened the next 
day. 
 
Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) moved to close discussion of the motion. Stephen Hollisian 
(Cambridge, MA) seconded the motion and discussion closed. 
 
The Chair called for a vote to accept the motion to table discussion of the 2013 Sports Weekend Report 
and the motion carried.  
 
Zohrab Information Center Presentation 
Fr. Daniel Findikyan discussed the work of the Zohrab Information Center using a PowerPoint 
presentation and demonstration of the Center’s website. He shared the history of the Zohrab Center and 
the story of its founder, Krikor Zohrab. Fr. Daniel explained that the Center allows people to deepen 
their appreciation for the full gamut of Armenian culture, with an emphasis on its Christian traditions. 
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With over 40,000 resources available, the library boasts a very distinct collection with many items that 
cannot be found anywhere else in the Western world.  
 
He pointed out that many Armenians are exposed to only a small portion of the fullness of the Armenian 
heritage. He said that an important aspect of Christian Witness as Armenian Christians is the knowledge 
of our rich cultural traditions, as they remain relevant in today’s society. Fr. Daniel remarked that the 
center is open to anyone interested in its materials and encouraged the Assembly to follow the Zohrab 
Center Blog. 
 
Welcome by the 2014 Sports Weekend Committee 
On behalf of the 2014 General Assembly/Sports Weekend Committee, Chair Sarine Atamian, welcomed 
the delegates to New York City and briefly reviewed the schedule of activities, including a new Sports 
Weekend Mobile App for delegates to use for updates throughout the weekend. She expressed her 
thanks to her parish and committee for their support and wished all participants an enjoyable and safe 
weekend ahead.  
 
A motion to recess was made by Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA), seconded by Aaron Derderian 
(Watertown, MA) and carried.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:05pm. 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 23, 2014 
SECOND ASSEMBLY SESSION 
Assembly Chair Gregory Torosian (Cambridge, MA) called the meeting to order at 9:05am. 
 
Roll Call 
Chelsea Kress (CC Secretary, Fair Lawn, NJ) conducted roll call. There were 56 delegates present. 
 
Primate’s Message 
The Primate, His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian delivered his annual message to the 
Assembly.  
 
Bible Study 
Adrienne Ashbahian (CC Programming, Fair Lawn, NJ) introduced the format of the Bible Study. The 
Assembly broke into groups and distributed copies of the Bible study exercise (Attachment I).  
 
Recap of Group Discussion 
A discussion was opened by Adrienne for Bible Study groups to respond. Bible Study closed with the 
question How can the Central Council do Better? 
 
Danielle Malconian (Cambridge, MA) said she would like to see guidelines and expectations on how 
communication (e.g. reports) should look like from chapters.  
 
Alyne Corrigan (Elberon, NJ) asked that there be encouragement and connection between the Central 
Council and each parish chapter regarding how to promote getting more done. 
 
Melissa Mardoian (Palos Heights, IL) suggested emails should be sent reminding members about events 
or checking up on chapters’ progress, and perhaps that Central Council—beyond the chapter liaison—
could offer advice and suggestions for growing chapters. 
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Michael Sabounjian (Framingham, MA) suggested that perhaps representatives should be sent to 
showcase unique events that have been successful within their own parish during General Assembly. 
 
A break was called and stated that the Assembly will reconvene in 15 minutes. 
 
THIRD ASSEMBLY SESSION 
The Assembly Chair Greg Torosian (Cambridge, MA) called the meeting to order. 
 
Report of the Nancy Basmajian ASP Scholarship Fund Committee 
Approximately $15,000 was collected from collective fundraising from the ACYOA Central Council, a 
standing committee and by the assembly itself. We must all continue to promote the endowment fund 
and ensure its growth in the coming years for the longevity and success of the Armenia Service 
Program. 
 
Harry Kezelian (Southfield, MI) moved to accept the Nancy Basmajian ASP Scholarship Fund 
Committee’s report. Michael Sabounjian (Framingham, MA) seconded the motion and the motion 
passed. 
 
Report of the Auditing Committee  
Christine Santourian presented the 2013 Auditing Committee Report on behalf of the committee. 
(Attachment J) 
 
Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA) moved to close the discussion. Alex Derderian (Wynnewood, PA) 
seconded and the motion passed. 
 
Matthew Dalakian (Livingston, NJ) moved to accept the Auditing Committee’s report. Lauren Piligian 
(Framingham, MA) seconded and the motion passed. 
 
2013 Financial Report 
Shant Paklaian (CC Treasurer, Chicago, IL) presented the 2013 Financial Report (Attachment K). Shant 
highlighted the major points of his report. First, he explained that Central Council has been frugal this 
year with expenses and they have created opportunities to increase the revenue stream, for example, a 
new partnership with ShopLavenk and the Bank of America Match Program has been created. Central 
Council is also exploring Amazon Smile. He then opened up the floor up to questions. 
 
Fr. Nersess (Retired) questioned if the $1,000 donation to the Jerusalem Patriarchate is designated for a 
particular purpose. Shant stated that this is a general donation. Fr. Nersess would like to see this given to 
a particular purpose, not just a general donation.  
 
Matthew Dalakian (Livingston, NJ) questioned Line 2024 Miscellaneous, specifically the $10,000 
Sports Weekend Profit. He wanted to know how much is usually contributed by Sports Weekend 
Committees. Shant explained that the Central Council is given one-half of the annual GA/SW profit.  
 
Danielle Malconian (Cambridge, MA) had a suggestion based off of Fr. Nersess’s recommendation. She 
proposed that each year, the young adults selected for the Jerusalem Pilgrimage decide where to allocate 
the money to based off of what inspired them on their trip. 
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A motion was made to end discussion by Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) and seconded by Melissa 
Mardoian (Palos Heights, IL). 
 
A motion to accept the 2013 Financial Report by Sarine Atamian (Bayside, NY) and was seconded by 
Christina Agadjanian (Charlotte, NC). The motion passed. 
 
Elections: Central Council  
The Nominating Committee presented the nominees for the 2013 Central Council (Attachment L): 
 
Sarine Atamian (Bayside, NY) 
Alyne Corrigan (Elberon, NJ) 
Ani Grigorian (Racine, WI)* 
Harry Kezelian (Southfield, MI) 
Melissa Mardoian (Palos Heights, IL) 
Jonathan Pelaez (Livingston, NJ)* 
Armen Terjimanian (Washington, DC)* 
 
Note: The following nominees were not present: Alyne Corrigan (Elberon, NJ). Asterisks (*) denote 
incumbent nominees. 
 
The floor was opened for further nominations. Matthew Dalakian (Livingston, NJ) nominated Timothy 
Aivazian (Fair Lawn, NJ) and Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA). The nominations were seconded by 
Danielle Malconian (Cambridge, MA). Timothy Aivazian accepted but Caiti Zeytoonian respectfully 
declined. 
 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) nominated Karina Bekelian (Watertown, MA). The nomination was 
seconded by Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA) and accepted. 
 
His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian expressed that he wanted delegates from the southern 
states to accept nominations. 
 
Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) moved to close nominations. Steven Hollisian (Cambridge, 
MA) seconded the motion and it carried. Parliamentarian Fr. Yeprem Kelegian (Racine, WI) and Greg 
Torosian (Cambridge, MA) reminded voting members they may vote for up to three candidates. Chelsea 
Kress (CC Secretary, Fair Lawn, NJ) conducted roll call. She announced that 50 voting delegates were 
present. Elections will not continue until Central Council elections are complete. 
 
New Business: 2015 Proposed Budget  
Shant Paklaian (CC Treasurer, Chicago, IL) reviews the 2015 budget with the Assembly  (Attachment 
M). In 2013, approximately $75,000 was spent—possibly due to lower participation in the Armenian 
Service Program (ASP)—while approximately $101,000 was spent in 2012. The ASP is a big drive in 
the budget and Shant stated that the Central Council proposes to lower the ASP line item to $45,000 for 
2015 because participation had been declining (2014 had 12 participants). 
 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) inquired why there was an increase in dues from $1,500 to $6,000. 
Shant responded that this was a Central Council decision: it was a challenging idea that dues need to be 
increased because dues have not been increased since 1946. Dues have been $5 for over 60 years. 
Central Council proposes to increase dues to $20 per member per chapter annually. This increase would 
be a significant help to the ACYOA as a whole to help with financial difficulties. Shant reminded those 
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present that the ACYOA is responsible for their own funding and the Central Council is constantly being 
frugal in spending.  Increasing dues (line 1011) would help subsidize programming costs. 
 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) continued asking why the website cost increased by $1,500. Central 
Council responded that the website is paid for monthly and it is done so by maintenance fees. The 
website needs to be updated, maintained and renewed, and that is where the fees are increasing. 
 
Harry Kezelian (Southfield, MI) asked if the dues need to be amended in the bylaws. Jonathan Pelaez 
(CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) said that according to the bylaws, there is no specific amount dedicated to 
dues and Central Council can determine what the dues will be allotted to within the organization. 
 
Timothy Aivazian (Fair Lawn, NJ) proposed to increase dues greater than $20 and suggests $25 instead. 
This suggestion would change line item 1011 to $7,500. This proposal was seconded by Michael 
Sabounjian (Framingham, MA). Timothy asked if dues are set by the General Assembly. 
Parliamentarians Fr. Yeprem Kelegian (Racine, WI) and Fr. Aren Jebejian (Chicago, IL) referenced 
Section 7 of the bylaws that annual dues are determined by the chapter and a portion of the dues set 
annually at General Assembly should be sent to Central Council. Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, 
Livingston, NJ) reference Article 4 Section 3 which states members are required to pay annual dues and 
dues of the parish. Fr. Yeprem and Fr. Aren followed-up that Central Council sets a limit of what they 
want for dues but the local chapters determine within that range. It was then mentioned that this topic 
must be brought up under “New Business” and we cannot accept a budget that does not financially 
work. His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian asked if the $6,000 proposal is legal in the proposed 
budget. Fr. Yeprem and Fr. Aren said yes, but the proposed $7,500 budget is not. 
 
Alex Derderian (Wynnewood, PA) asked for an explanation on the 2015 increased budget for donations 
and fundraisings. Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) said that the 2013 General Assembly 
proposed that this year the fundraising budget be raised for fundraising purposes. Sarine Atamian 
(Bayside, NY) said that the fundraising budget for 2015 is too low. In 5 months, Bayside raised $36,000. 
She thinks the fundraising line item budget should be adjusted and be more than $6,000 and proposes a 
fundraising coordinator be created on Central Council. 
 
Peter Oundjian (Watertown, MA) asked where the Miscellaneous $450 is allotted to or if that was 
determined later. Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) said it is for things for the future, 
expenditures, little things or things that are non-recurring. 
 
Fr. Yeprem Kelegian (Racine, WI) called line item 1012 – Parish Assessment. He said that with 16 
parishes, that assessment should have $4,000. This was seconded by Aaron Derderian (Watertown, 
MA). Shant Paklaian (CC Treasurer, Chicago, IL) said that $0 was allotted for the Parish Assessment 
line item because it is unsure what the future number is going to be. 
 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) asked the timeframe for the budget: calendar year or a year from 
each General Assembly. The answer from Central Council was calendar year. 
 
Fr. Krikor Sabounjian (Framingham, MA) referred back to the Parish Assessment. He said it was good 
that Central Council spoke about it. He also mentioned that Jennifer Morris sends parishes reminders 
regarding it. Fr. Krikor was a spokesman for having it pass, and he suggests that if a parish assessment is 
received, then the parish assessment should be given back. 
 
 



 14 

Elections: Central Council (continued) 
Results of the Central Council elections are as follows: Ani Grigorian (CC Vice Chair, Racine, WI) and 
Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ). The Nominating Committee recommends the seven names 
be kept on the Central Council ballot: Sarine Atamian (Bayside, NY), Timothy Aivazian (Fair Lawn, 
NJ), Karina Bekelian (Watertown, MA), Alyne Corrigan (Elberon, NJ), Harry Kezelian (Southfield, 
MI), Melissa Mardoian (Palos Heights, IL), Armen Terjimanian (CC Public Relations, Washington, 
DC). Chelsea Kress (CC Secretary, Fair Lawn, NJ) conducted roll call. She announced that 59 voting 
delegates were present. 
 
The Assembly Chair Greg Torosian (Cambridge, MA) announced the Assembly would break for lunch. 
 
Primate’s Luncheon & Presentation of ACYOA Awards 
The following awards were presented by the Central Council (Attachment N): 
 
Chapter “A” Award: Holy Trinity Armenian Church, Cambridge, MA 
Gregory Arpajian Award: Daniel Mantis (Racine, WI)  
Sam Nersessian Award: Gregory Torosian (Cambridge, MA) 
The V. Rev. Fr. Haigazoun Melkonian Award: Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian 
The Fr. Haroutiun and Yn. Patricia Dagley Award: Maria Derderian 
 
FOURTH ASSEMBLY SESSION 
The Assembly Chair Greg Torosian (Cambridge, MA) called the meeting to order. 
 
Elections: Central Council (continued) 
The Nominating Committee presents rules for votes to be valid: half of present delegates plus one vote 
must be counted for a candidate to be considered elected. The Nominating Committee recommends that 
the bottom three candidates be dropped from the ballot. Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) made a 
motion to accept the Nominating Committee’s recommendation. This was seconded by Ronald 
Malconian (Cambridge, MA).  
 
The following names were removed from the Central Council ballot: Melissa Mardoian (Palos Heights, 
IL), Armen Terjimanian (CC Public Relations, Washington, DC), and Timothy Aivazian (Fair Lawn, 
NJ). 
 
New Business: 2015 Proposed Budget (continued) 
Fr. Yeprem Kelegian (Racine, WI) said that with $4,000 added to the 2015 budget, he makes the motion 
to take the Dues line item down from $6,000 to $2,000 to balance the budget line. His rationale was 
because a lot of college students are part of the ACYOA. This was seconded by Nora Dulkadir 
(Chicago, IL). Fr. Yeprem’s conservative recommendation is to take Dues down from $6,000 and 
$2,000 because members may not be able to afford the $20-$25 dues. 
 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) spoke in favor of Fr. Yeprem’s proposal. Young adults may be 
discouraged from joining the ACYOA because of dues. The sharp increase might be a hindrance. 
 
Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) spoke against the motion. He understands the increase in 
dues might be perceived as irrational or steep but viewing it as “it should have been,” the dues would be 
at $70 today. Even if it was an increase to $10 or $15, it would not be too drastic. Without members, he 
said, the ACYOA does not exist and they should be able to understand that. 
 



 15 

Krikor Ghazarian (Bayside, NY) said that according to the budget, Central Council made $6,452.37 in 
net. He said that you should never raise the price if you are making a profit. Shant Paklaian (CC 
Treasurer, Chicago, IL) interjected that it is not making a profit, it is just breaking even and that we are 
building a nest egg for the future. Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) added a point of 
information that the net is lower than the beginning balance, so money is lost as it is a rolling budget. 
 
Alina Grigorian (Racine, WI) continued the discussion, stating that the jump is too steep. She suggests 
trying to make a jump from $5 to $10 then to $15, not a sudden jump to $20-$25. 
 
Elections: Central Council (continued) 
Conversation paused so the Nominating Committee may pass out new ballots for Central Council 
elections. 
 
Chelsea Kress (CC Secretary, Fair Lawn, NJ) take roll call and counts 59 voting delegates were present. 
Chelsea reminded everyone that majority voting is half plus one vote. 
 
New Business: 2015 Proposed Budget (continued) 
Fr. Aren Jebejian (Chicago, IL) reminded everyone that the dues line item is a recommendation for how 
much, and the parish determines how much is paid. 
 
Yn. Arpi Kouzouian (Cambridge, MA) brings up two points. First, during this year’s Diocesan 
Assembly, a $250 assessment was tacked on to parishes. She was not sure how beneficial it is to then 
raise dues if something is already increased. In addition, at last year’s Diocesan Assembly, there was a 
Young Adult Membership rate to become a dues paying member at parishes. Young adults (18-24) can 
become full-voting members of their parishes for $25 (or 25% of adult dues). Raising dues substantially 
does not seem like it would put a good light on the ACYOA. 
 
Mark Varteresian (Springfield, MA) recommended that each ACYOA chapter does fundraising so the 
dues increase could help pay or balance out dues. He suggested that people should make sacrifices on 
their own expenses and that if ACYOA is important to an individual, he or she should be able to pay the 
increase in dues. 
 
Shant Paklaian (CC Treasurer, Chicago, IL) reinforced that the Central Council did not know what the 
$250 assessment would turn into.  Shant reiterated that dues never have been raised and Central Council 
wants to build a profit so they can have money to fall back on when needed rather than always breaking 
even. 
 
Michael Sabounjian (Framingham, MA) spoke against the motion for two reasons. He felt part of paying 
dues is not for the financial security of the organization, but it is part of our Christian stewardship. 
Members should not be negligible when giving and they should make sacrifices for it. Second, as for the 
Diocesan decision, prices are set on objective criteria. Pastors have a discretionary fund, and if members 
cannot pay for the $20-$25 dues, the pastor should help those members who want to join and cannot 
afford. 
 
Chelsea Kress (CC Secretary, Fair Lawn, NJ) spoke as an unemployed, recently graduated student. She 
stated that she would make the sacrifice to pay $20 in dues for an organization she is passionate about. 
Chelsea brought up the fact that ACYOA Juniors pay $15 for dues. She then reminded everyone that 
$20 once a year is not a big deal and pointed out everyone’s iPhones and iPads, so there is no excuse. 
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Nominating Committee returned with election results. 
 
Election Results: Central Council (continued) 
The following nominees received a majority and were elected to the 2014 Central Council: Jonathan 
Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ),  
Ani Grigorian (Racine, WI), 
Sarine Atamian (Bayside, NY).  
Alternate: Karina Bekelian (Watertown, MA) 
 
Elections: Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee presented the ballot for the 2014 Nominating Committee as follows:  
Alyne Corrigan (Elberon, NJ) 
Ara Janigian (Providence, RI) 
Danielle Malconian (Cambridge, MA) 
Christine Santourian (Southfield, MI) 
Mark Varteresian (Springfield, MA) 
 
The floor was opened for further nominations. 
 
The following candidate was nominated, seconded and accepted the nomination: Crystal Densmore 
(Racine, WI). 
 
The following candidate was nominated, seconded and accepted the nomination: Caiti Zeytoonian 
(Watertown, MA). 
 
The following candidate was nominated, seconded and accepted the nomination: Melissa Mardoian 
(Palos Heights, IL). 
 
The following candidate was nominated, seconded and accepted the nomination: Talene Jermakian 
(Springfield, MA). 
 
Michael Sabounjian (Framingham, MA) nominated Harry Kezelian (Southfield, MI). The nomination 
was seconded by Timothy Aivazian (Fair Lawn, NJ). Harry Kezelian declined. 
 
Fr. Aren Jebejian (Chicago, IL) moved to close nominations. The motion was seconded by Nora 
Dulkadir (Chicago, IL), and it carried 
 
Greg Torosian (Cambridge, MA) appoints Alex Derderian (Wynnewood, PA)  Caiti Zeytoonian 
(Watertown, MA) and Sara Derderian (Wynnewood, PA) to help the Nominating Committee. 
 
Chelsea Kress (CC Secretary, Fair Lawn, NJ) conducts roll call and counted 58 voting delegates present. 
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Elections: Auditing Committee 
The Nominating Committee presented the nominees for the 2014 Auditing Committee: 
Brian Ansbigian (Watertown, MA) 
Christine Hovsepian (Cambridge, MA) 
Aras Mermer (Washington, DC)  
Note: Brian Ansbigian and Christine Hovsepian were not present. 
 
The floor was opened for further nominations. 
 
The following candidate was nominated, seconded, and accepted the nomination: Ronald Malconian 
(Cambridge, MA). 
 
The following candidate was nominated, seconded, and accepted the nomination: Armen Terjimanian 
(CC Public Relations, Washington, DC). 
 
The following candidate was nominated, seconded, and accepted the nomination: Matthew Dalakian 
(Livingston, NJ). 
 
Fr. Aren Jebejian (Chicago, IL) moved to close nominations. The motion was seconded by Jonathan 
Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) and carried.  
 
Chelsea Kress (CC Secretary, Fair Lawn, NJ) conducted roll call. She stated that 57 voting delegates 
were present. 
 
New Business: 2015 Proposed Budget (continued) 
Harry Kezelian (Southfield, MI) stated that at St. John in Southfield, MI, dues are collected at $10: half 
goes to their chapter budget and the other half is sent to Central Council. He said if Central Council was 
to collect $25, Harry would need to charge $50 in dues at St. John. Harry suggested cutting the increase 
in half. 
 
Matthew Dalakian (Livingston, NJ) said that instead of discussing how much to charge for dues, he 
thinks it is more important to talk about the parish assessment first. He is in favor of reducing the line 
item for dues, but for the purpose of parish assessment over dues. 
 
Peter Oundjian (Watertown, MA) moved to end the discussion about dues. This was seconded by Aaron 
Derderian (Watertown, MA), and the motion passed. 
 
The proposal at hand was to lower the “Dues” line item from $6,000 to $2,000, to balance the budget 
line. Fr. Krikor Sabounjian (Framingham, MA) called for a vote by Run for a Division/House Divided. 
Chelsea Kress (CC Secretary, Fair Lawn, NJ) conducted roll call. The result was 32 in favor and 18 
against. The proposed line item of “Dues” will be changed to $2,000. 
 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) made a motion to remove $200 from line item 2008 – Standing 
Committees and relocate it to line item 2022 – Jerusalem Patriarchate.  
 
Shant Paklaian (CC Treasurer, Chicago, IL) offered a point of information that the money allocated in 
line item 2008 – Standing Committees will be used for FAR/Hand-in-Hand. Aaron Derderian 
(Watertown, MA) recants his motion. 
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Election Results: Auditing Committee (continued) 
The Nominating Committee announced that two members were elected by the half plus one 
requirement. However, the Nominating Committee recommended dropping the names of the two 
candidates who received the lowest collections of votes. The spread between the last and second to last 
is three votes, and the spread between the second to last and third to last is three. Aaron Derderian 
(Watertown, MA) moved to accept this recommendation and drop the two lowest vote recipients. 
Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA) seconded the motion and it passed.  
Election Results: Nominating Committee (continued) 
The Nominating Committee announced that only one candidate was elected by the half plus one voting 
requirement. The Committee recommends dropping the last four candidates from the ballot. The spread 
between the second to last and last candidates is two votes. The spread between the next two levels is 
seven. The spread between the third to last and fourth to last is tied. Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, 
MA) moved to accept the dropping the names of the four candidates receiving the least amount of votes. 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) seconded the motion and it past. 
 
New Business: 2015 Proposed Budget (continued) 
Timothy Aivazian (Fair Lawn, NJ) called Line 2019 – Website into question. He questioned if the 
budget is for hosting and domain fees, or the overall website. He asked if that was the reason for the 
website refresh. 
 
Shant Paklaian (CC Treasurer, Chicago, IL) asked for a point of information on why Tim Aivazian (Fair 
Lawn, NJ) thinks that proposed budget is not okay. Tim answered that, from personal experience, he 
thought that $3,500 is not enough. 
 
Armen Terjimanian (CC Public Relations, Washington, DC) said the budget had only been allocated for 
website hosting in the past. The website had not been revamped since 2006-2007, and the effort is to 
make it more interactive for mobile and app. Armen explained that Central Council hopes with the new 
proposed budget (although modest) can make some improvements, however, currently, they just want to 
make some modifications. 
 
Shant Paklaian (CC Treasurer, Chicago, IL) made another point of information that the increased budget 
for the website to explore other hosting avenues. 
 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) called Line 2010 – Conference Calls into question. “Does Central 
Council still do conference calls?” He proposed to remove the line item since it has not been used.  
 
Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) responded that Central Council uses a free conference call 
system, and the line item cannot be removed yet. According to the bylaws, line items cannot be removed 
until three consecutive years have passed; therefore, it can be removed next year. Aaron Derderian 
(Watertown, MA) recants his question. 
 
Fr. Aren Jebejian (Chicago, IL) made a motion to accept the 2015 budget as amended. The motion was 
seconded by Danielle Malconian (Cambridge, MA) and carried. (Attachment O). 
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New Business: Proposals 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) asks parliamentarians to explain how to bring a motion/suggestion 
to the floor. Fr.Yeprem Kelegian (Racine, WI) explains. 
 
His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian brought up a discussion that was tabled, which was the 
Providence General Assembly and Sports Weekend. He explained that he contacted Fr. Shnork Souin 
(Providence, RI), who said he would not be able to attend General Assembly 2014 and apologized. 
Srpazan recommendation for everyone is to request for better accounting and a newly submitted 
objective report and 90-day audit.  
 
Elections: Nominating Committee (continued) 
Lauren Piligian (Framingham, MA) presented on behalf of the Nominating Committee. She requested 
Alex Derderian (Wynnewood, PA) and Sarah Derderian (Wynnewood, PA) assist with counting ballots 
with her since the nominating committee nominees are on the ballot. She reminds everyone that for the 
auditing committee elections to select one or no names, and for the nominating committee to choose up 
to three names. 
 
Chelsea Kress (CC Secretary, Fair Lawn, NJ) conducts roll call and counts 54 voting delegates present. 
 
New Business: Proposals (continued) 
Fr. Krikor Sabounjian (Framingham, MA) asked a procedural question. He asked if someone could look 
into the bylaws if it states that all elections shall be by secret ballot and unless otherwise specified shall 
be decided by majority votes. He asked because Diocesan Bylaws will supersede these bylaws. It was 
resolved that nominating and auditing committee elections are done by plurality and not majority. 
 
Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA) proposed that, for a chapter to make a bid for General 
Assembly/Sports Weekend, the chapter must have a member present their bid at General Assembly. This 
was seconded by Krikor Ghazarian (Bayside, NY). 45 voting delegates accepted. Zero declined. 
 
Matthew Dalakian (Livingston, NJ) proposed that as of January 1, 2015, dues should be set at $10. This 
proposal was seconded by Nora Dulkadir (Chicago, IL) and Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ). 
41 voting delegates were in favor, 4 were against. 
 
Peter Oundjian (Watertown, MA) proposed a template from Central Council for reports from chapters 
hosting General Assembly/Sports Weekend, and used Chicago as an example. Christina Agadjanian 
(Charlotte, NC) seconded this proposal. 43 were in favor of this proposal, one was not. 
 
Mike Sabounjian (Framingham, MA) proposed for a representative take one minute during General 
Assembly to discuss one unique event their parish has hosted for brainstorming. This proposal was 
seconded by Chelsea Kress (CC Secretary, Fair Lawn, NJ). 30 voting delegates were in favor, 14 were 
not. 
 
Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA) proposed that at least one representative must be present to bid to 
host Sports Weekend at General Assembly. Timothy Aivazian (Fair Lawn, NJ) requested to make an 
amendment, that one representative must be at the following General Assembly to present and discuss 
decisions for their General Assembly/Sports Weekend performance. Kerri Burke (Livingston, NJ) 
seconded the proposal and amendment. 
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Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) spoke against this proposal. He said he thought it possible for 
enforce the proposal but not demand a representative be present at the following General Assembly. 
 
Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA) clarified that it is not a rule but an expectation for the organization 
just to see members follow through. She said the bylaw is to create an environment for just and moral 
behaviors. 
 
Armen Terjimanian (CC Public Relations, Washington DC) spoke in favor of the amendment and said if 
a parish is to take the responsibility to bid and host General Assembly/Sports Weekend, they should be 
able to take a day off to present the successes of the event if they are going to take the time to prepare to 
host the event (e.g., place the bid in the first place). 
Timothy Aivazian (Fair Lawn, NJ) offered a point of information that the amendment’s intention was to 
ensure clear communication and intention from a chapter who makes the bid, and this needed to be made 
clear. 
 
Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) offered another point of information that this proposal will 
be a set of guidelines for the subsequent host(s). He also stated the Assembly must consider the chapter 
who is making the bid too. 
 
Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA) spoke in favor of the proposal. He said there needs to be open 
communication and the host committee should be able to present before and after they host. 
 
Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA) moved to close the discussion. Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) 
seconded the motion and it passed. 
 
The Amendment—that a parish should be able to send one representative to present a bid prior to and 
after hosting—will be added to the proposal if the proposal is accepted. 
 
Election Results: Auditing Committee (continued) 
The following nominees received a majority and were elected to the 2014 Auditing Committee: 
Aras Mermer (Washington, DC)  
Armen Terjimanian (Washington, DC)  
Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA) 
Alternate: Matthew Dalakian (Livingston, NJ) 
 
Election: Nominating Committee (continued) 
Lauren Piligian (Framingham, MA), on behalf of the Nominating Committee, stated that one more 
candidate had been elected onto the Nominating Committee, but one more still needs to be elected. She 
recommended dropping the name with the lowest number of votes. This motion was seconded by Aaron 
Derderian (Watertown, MA). 
 
Chelsea Kress (CC Secretary, Fair Lawn, NJ) conducts roll call and counts 53 voting delegates present. 
 
The Assembly Chair Greg Torosian (Cambridge, MA) called for a break and stated that the Assembly 
will reconvene in 15 minutes. 
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FIFTH ASSEMBLY SESSION 
The Assembly Chair Greg Torosian (Cambridge, MA) called the meeting to order. 
 
New Business: 2016 General Assembly/Sports Weekend Bids 
Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA) made a motion to skip IX – D on the agenda because Fr. Vasken 
and Yn. Arpi Kouzouian (Cambridge, MA) are leaving for Hye M’rstoom. The motion was seconded by 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA), and the motion carried. 
 
Danielle Malconian (Cambridge, MA), Chair of the Holy Trinity ACYOA chapter, presented the “Make 
Way for Boston” General Assembly and Sports Weekend bid for 2016. The bid focused on “Make Way 
for Ducklings” by Robert McCloskey, a historical story for Boston. 
 
Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA) gave several reasons why Holy Trinity is capable of hosting 
General Assembly & Sports Weekend in 2016. He also pointed out that Holy Trinity has not hosted an 
ACYOA Sr. Sports Weekend in 1957. Additionally, 2016 will be the 70th Annual General Assembly & 
Sports Weekend. 
 
The floor was opened to questions about the bid. 
 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) offered to support Holy Trinity in assistance should they need or 
ask. 
 
Matthew Dalakian (Livingston, NJ) pointed out that the guidelines suggested no bars or clubs as venues 
in the bylines. Danielle Malconian (Cambridge, MA) pointed out that the venues suggested are not 
definite. 
 
Greg Torosian (Cambridge, MA) called out that Heritage Park has a strong presence of clergy, and it is a 
big part of the Boston Community. 
 
Armen Terjimanian (CC Public Relations, Washington, DC) said he wanted Sports Weekend to evolve 
more. He pointed out how next year, General Assembly and Sports Weekend has community service 
events planned, and asked if there is anything more than just “business as usual.” Ronald Malconian 
(Cambridge, MA) responded the planning committee is laying the groundwork and will work with 
Central Council to get more done. They will have a service project for the weekend. 
 
Ani Grigorian (CC Vice Chair, Racine, WI) pointed out that Central Council tried to bring back the 
banquet as a Sunday event, as a holistic conclusion for the weekend. 
 
Fr. Krikor Sabounjian (Framingham, MA) supported the bid for 2016. 
 
Sarine Atamian (Bayside, NY) extended excitement for the bid and would like to offer herself and her 
binder of resources as assistance for the Holy Trinity 2016 General Assembly and Sports Weekend 
planning committee. 
 
Matthew Dalakian (Livingston, NJ) asked if there is a budget mapped out for the 2016 bid. Danielle 
Malconian (Cambridge, MA) answered that a budget is not yet set and that Janet Dorian, who did a 
budget for Diocesan Assembly from their parish, will assist. 
 
Harry Kezelian (Southfield, MI) suggested the planning committee do an event in the hotel ballroom. 
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Peter Oundjian (Watertown, MA) suggested exploring other options for venues for better deals, 
especially since the hotels listed seemed pricey for Boston. Yn. Arpi Kouzouian (Cambridge, MA) 
offered a point of consideration that those hotel rates are just base starting points for the weekend and 
not yet finalized. 
 
Timothy Aivazian (Fair Lawn, NJ) commended Holy Trinity, and offered a personal request that the 
musical entertainment for Sunday night be a kef band. 
 
Fr. Krikor Sabounjian (Framingham, MA) said this would be an opportunity to do something with Hye 
M’rstoom, which is always in Boston. 
 
Shant Paklaian (CC Treasurer, Chicago, IL) was happy that the parish priest of Holy Trinity was 
standing up and supporting the committee, and that the Holy Trinity Parish Council sent a letter also in 
support. 
 
Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA) made a motion to close the discussion. Alex Derderian 
(Wynnewood, PA) seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 
The Assembly chair asked for any more bids for 2016 General Assembly and Sports Weekend. No 
further bids were made. 
 
Jonathan Pelaez (CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) moved to close the bid discussion. Alex Derderian 
(Wynnewood, PA) seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 
The Assembly voted to accept Holy Trinity’s bid for 2016 General Assembly and Sports Weekend. 
 
Election Results: Nominating Committee (continued) 
The following nominees received a majority and were elected to the 2014 Nominating Committee: 
Christine Santourian (Southfield, MI) 
Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA) 
Danielle Malconian (Cambridge, MA) 
Alternate: Melissa Mardoian (Palos Heights, IL) 
 
New Business: Proposals (continued) 
The Assembly returned to the discussion of Caiti Zeytoonian’s (Watertown, MA) proposal that at least 
one representative be present to bid for General Assembly/Sports Weekend with Timothy Aivazian’s 
(Fair Lawn, NJ) amendment that at least one representative be present at the following General 
Assembly to present and discussions decisions for their General Assembly/Sports Weekend report. 
 
Peter Oundjian (Watertown, MA) made a motion to move the proposal off the table. The motion was 
seconded by Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) and carried.  
 
Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA) moved to close discussion on the proposal, and it was seconded by 
Stephen Hollisan (Cambridge, MA). The motion carried. 
 
The amended proposal was that at least one representative be present for the bid to host General 
Assembly & Sports Weekend and one representative must be at the following General Assembly & 
Sports Weekend to present and discuss their General Assembly & Sports Weekend to ensure clear 
communication was accepted. 
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Fr. Aren Jebejian (Chicago, IL) moved to bring the proposal about dues into discussion. The motion was 
seconded by Arie Zakaryan (Evanson, IL). The proposal is to increase dues from $5 per person per 
chapter to $10 per person per chapter, effective January 1, 2015. 
 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) asked how this increase would affect line item 1011. Ani Grigorian 
(CC Vice Chair, Racine, WI) said it would change it from $6,000 to $3,000. Adrienne Ashbahian (CC 
Programming, Fair Lawn, NJ) stated that this is based on the number of members submitted in the 
yearly Chapter Reports. 
 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) motioned to close the discussion, and Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, 
MA) seconded. The motion carried and the proposal was accepted. 
 
Fr. Aren Jebejian (Chicago, IL) moved to discuss the proposal for a template from chapters hosting 
General Assembly & Sports Weekend, and to use Chicago as an example. The motion was seconded by 
Adrienne Ashbahian (CC Programming Coordinator, Fair Lawn, NJ).  
 
Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA) asked if Central Council will provide the template. Jonathan Pelaez 
(CC Chair, Livingston, NJ) said yes, and Ani Grigorian (CC Vice Chair, Racine, WI) offered a point of 
information that the Chicago planning committee used Watertown as an example. 
 
Danielle Malconian (Cambridge, MA) was in favor of the proposal because a template will help with 
future reports, as well. 
 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) moved to close discussion. The motion was seconded by Christina 
Agadjanian (Charlotte, NC), and it carried. 
 
Aaron Derderian (Watertown, MA) moved to close discussion on new business. The motion was 
seconded by Chelsea Kress (CC Secretary, Fair Lawn, NJ), and it carried. 
 
Report of the Resolutions and Courtesies Committee  
Harry Kezelian (Southfield, MI) and Arsen Yelegen (White Plains, NY) presented the Resolutions and 
Courtesies Committee Report (Attachment P). Delegates made a few additions to the report.  
 
Matthew Dalakian (Livingston, NJ) moved to end discussion and accept the report as amended. The 
motion was seconded by Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA) and carried. 
 
Passing of the Banner to the 2015 General Assembly & Sports Weekend Committee 
In a special ceremony, Sarine Atamian of Holy Martyrs Armenian Church of Bayside, NY, passed the 
Assembly Banner to the 2015 General Assembly & Sports Weekend Committee Co-Chairs, Harry 
Kezelian, Christine Santourian, Sona Dagley and Linda Kalfayan of St. John of Southfield, MI. 
 
Christine Santourian thanked His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian for the opportunity to 
allowing them to speak and expressed excitement, especially that it’ll be the 100th anniversary of the 
Armenian Genocide. She stated that the weekend will not be “business as usual” and it will be 
extraordinary. Christine added that new events were added to commemorate the Genocide: a 5k walk 
and ecumenical prayer service on Saturday morning. Service projects will be done while athletes play 
sports within the same facility, to accommodate players and non-players, and the service will count 
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toward points for your team. The service projects will include assembling meals for the homeless and 
creating care packages to those overseas. 
 
Adjournment and Benediction  
Matthew Dalakian (Livingston, NJ) moved to adjourn the Assembly; the motion was seconded by Fr. 
Krikor Sabounjian (Framingham, MA) and passed. The Primate offered the benediction to officially 
close the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Keutelian (Greenfield, WI)  
2014 ACYOA General Assembly Co-Secretary 
 
Christine Santourian (Southfield, MI) 
2014 ACYOA General Assembly Co-Secretary 
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ATTACHMENT DIRECTORY 
 

A. Delegate, Observer, Clergy List 

B. Robert’s Rules 

C. 2014 General Assembly Agenda 

D. ACYOA Annual Central Council Report 2013 

E. Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries Annual Report 2013 

F. Report of the Hand-in-Hand ACYOA/FAR Committee 

G. Report of the 2013 Sports Weekend Committee 

H. Addendum to the Report of the 2013 Sports Weekend Committee 

I. Bible Study 

J. Report of the Auditing Committee 

K. 2013 Financial Report 

L. 2014 Election Results 

M. 2015 Proposed Budget 

N. 2014 ACYOA Central Council Award Recipients 

O. 2015 Approved Budget 

P. Report of the 2014 Resolutions and Courtesies Committee 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

DELEGATES/OBSERVERS/CLERGY 
 

First Last Parish Position Email 
Lilit Acopian Boca Raton, FL Delegate Lilitacopian@yahoo.com 
Christina Agadjanian Charlotte, NC Delegate christinajc14@gmail.com 
Adrienne Ashbahian Central Council Delegate adrienneashbahian@gmail.com 
Tom Ashbahian Diocesan Council  Observer tashbahian@verizon.net 
Sarine Atamian Bayside, NY Delegate satamian2389@gmail.com 
Oganes (Ovik) Ayvazyan Charlotte, NC Delegate ogwarsaw@gmail.com 
Christina Azarian Cambridge, MA Delegate cazarian721@gmail.com 
Abp. Khajag Barsamian Diocesan Primate  Clergy primate@armeniandiocese.org 
Christine Baydar White Plains, NY  Observer xtine_717@icloud.com 
Karina Bekelian Watertown, MA Delegate karina.bekelian@my.mcphs.edu 
Liana Bekelian Watertown, MA Delegate liana.bekelian@yahoo.com 
Aline Beylerian Fair Lawn, NJ Delegate alinebey@gmail.com 
Rev. Fr. Diran Bohajian Fair Lawn, NJ  Clergy dbohajian@stleon.org 
Kerri Burke Livingston, NJ Delegate kerribu88@gmail.com 
Rev. Fr. Mardiros Chevian St. Nersess  Clergy dean@stnersess.edu 
Alyne Corrigan Elberon, NJ Delegate alyne.corrigan@gmail.com 
Sona Dagley Southfield, MI Delegate sodags@yahoo.com 
Matthew Dalakian Livingston, NJ Delegate mhdalakian@gmail.com 
Crystal Densmore Racine, WI Delegate densmore@live.com 
Aaron Derderian Watertown, MA Delegate amderderian@gmail.com 
Alex Derderian Wynnewood, PA Delegate alexderderian@gmail.com 
Sarah Derderian Wynnewood, PA Delegate derderina24601@gmail.com 
Gary Dodakian Worcester, MA Delegate dodakian@gmail.com 
Nora Dulkadir Chicago, IL Delegate nkadir91@yahoo.com  
Shaunt Fereshetian Watertown, MA Delegate shaunt.fereshetian@tufts.edu 
V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan Diocese  Clergy frdaniel@armeniandiocese.org 
Michael Givelekian White Plains, NY Delegate mgivelek@gmail.com 
Alina Grigorian Racine, WI Delegate Alinagrigorian@gmail.com 
Ani Grigorian Central Council Delegate ani.m.grigorian@gmail.com 
Stephen Hollisian Cambridge, MA Delegate hollisian.s@husky.neu.edu 
Emily Janikian Racine, WI Delegate Janikian@alverno.edu 
V. Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian Chicago, IL  Clergy pclare1963@yahoo.com 
Rev. Fr. Nersess Jebejian Boca Raton, FL  Clergy babig@att.net 
Talene Jermakian Springfield, MA Delegate talenej@gmail.com 
Linda Kalfayan Southfield, MI  Observer lindakalfayan@gmail.com 
Karen Karamyan Bayside, NY Delegate frdavit@gmail.com  
Rev. Fr. Yeprem Kelegian Racine, WI  Clergy kelegian@att.net 
Mary Keutelian Greenfield, WI  Observer marykeutelian@gmail.com 
Harry Kezelian Southfield, MI Delegate hkezel@umich.edu 
Rev. Fr. Vasken Kouzouian Cambridge, MA  Clergy frvasken@htaac.org 
Yn. Arpi Kouzouian Cambridge, MA  Youth Director youth@htaac.org 
Chelsea Kress Central Council Delegate chelsea.kress@gmail.com 
Danielle Malconian Cambridge, MA Delegate danielle.malconian@gmail.com 
Ronnie Malconian Cambridge, MA Delegate ronniemalconian@yahoo.com 
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Rev. Fr. Abraham Malkhasian Bayside, NY  Clergy frabrahamm@gmail.com 
Melissa Mardoian Palos Heights, IL Delegate aniart@aol.com 
Paul Mardoian Diocesan Council  Observer pmardoian@aol.com 
Tamar Merjian Boca Raton, FL Delegate tmerjian@yahoo.com 
Aras Mermer Washington, DC Delegate amermer@bostonproperties.com 
Jennifer Morris Diocese  Staff jenniferm@armeniandiocese.org 
Lorie Odabashian Diocese  Staff lorieo@armeniandiocese.org 
V. Rev. Fr. Simeon Odabashian Diocesan Vicar  Clergy hayrsimeon@armeniandiocese.org 
Peter Oundjian Watertown, MA Delegate paoundjian@suffolk.edu 
Shant Paklaian Central Council Delegate spaklaian@gmail.com 
Melanie Panosian Livingston, NJ Delegate melpan2002@yahoo.com 
Jonathan Pelaez Central Council Delegate jonathanraypelaez@gmail.com 
Lauren Piligian Framingham, MA Delegate piligian@lesley.edu 
Rev. Fr. Krikor Sabounjian Framingham, MA  Clergy frkrikor@holytranslators.org 
Michael Sabounjian Framingham, MA Delegate sabounjianm@gmail.com 
Andrew Saganda Fair Lawn, NJ Delegate asaganda@gmail.com 
Christine Santourian Southfield, MI Delegate csantourian@gmail.com 
Armen Terjimanian Central Council Delegate armenterjimanian@gmail.com 
Greg Torosian Cambridge, MA Delegate ghtorosian@gmail.com 
Rev. Fr. Arakel Vardazaryan Livingston, NJ  Clergy fr.arakel@yahoo.com 
Mark Varteresian Springfield, MA Delegate m.mardiros@yahoo.com 
Nicko Voskanian Framingham, MA Delegate djvoski@gmail.com 
Eric Vozzy St. Nersess  Staff eric@stnersess.edu 
Arsen Yelegen White Plains, NY Delegate arsenyelegen@yahoo.com 
Arie Zakaryan Evanston, IL Delegate ariezakaryan@gmail.com 
Daniel Zalinov Central Council Delegate dzalinov@yahoo.com 
Caiti Zeytoonian Watertown, MA Delegate czeytoonian@mail.smcvt.edu 
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ATTACHMENT B  
 

ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER – PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE AT A GLANCE 
 

TO DO THIS: YOU SAY THIS: 

May I 
interrupt  

the 
speaker? 

Do I need  
a second? 

Debata
ble? 

Amenda
ble? 

What vote  
is needed? 

Can it be 
reconsidered? 

ADJOURN MEETING "I move that we 
adjourn." NO YES NO NO MAJORITY NO 

CALL AN 
INTERMISSION 

"I move that we 
recess for…" NO YES NO YES MAJORITY NO 

COMPLAIN ABOUT 
HEAT, NOISE, ETC. 

"I rise to a question 
of privilege." YES NO NO NO NO VOTE NO 

(USUALLY) 
TEMPORARILY 
SUSPEND 
CONSIDERATION OF 
AN ISSUE 

"I move to table the 
motion." NO YES NO NO MAJORITY NO 

END DEBATE AND 
AMENDMENTS 

"I move the 
previous question." NO YES NO NO TWO-

THIRDS NO 

POSTPONE 
DISCUSSION FOR A 
CERTAIN TIME 

"I move to 
postpone 
discussion until…" 

NO YES YES YES MAJORITY YES 

GIVE SOMETHING 
CLOSER STUDY 

"I move to refer the 
matter to 
committee." 

NO YES YES YES MAJORITY YES 

AMEND A MOTION "I move to amend 
the motion by…" NO YES YES YES MAJORITY YES 

INTRODUCE BUSINESS "I move that…" NO YES YES YES MAJORITY YES 
    --MOTIONS ABOVE ARE IN ORDER OF 
PRECEDENCE       
PROTEST BREACH OF 
RULES OR CONDUCT 

"I rise to a point of 
order." YES NO NO NO NO VOTE NO 

VOTE ON A RULING 
OF THE CHAIR 

"I appeal from the 
chair's decision." YES YES YES NO MAJORITY YES 

AVOID CONSIDERING 
AN IMPROPER 
MATTER 

"I object to 
consideration of 
this motion." 

YES NO NO NO TWO-
THIRDS - 

VERIFY A VOICE VOTE 
BY HAVING MEMBERS 
STAND 

"I call for a 
division." or 
"Division!" 

YES NO NO NO NO VOTE NO 

REQUEST 
INFORMATION 

"Point of 
information." YES NO NO NO NO VOTE NO 

RECONSIDER A HASTY 
ACTION 

"I move to 
reconsider the vote 
on…" 

YES YES - NO MAJORITY NO 

TAKE UP A MATTER 
PREVIOUSLY TABLED 

"I move to take 
from the table…" NO YES NO NO MAJORITY NO 

SUSPEND RULES 
TEMPORARILY 

"I move to suspend 
rules so that…" NO YES NO NO TWO-

THIRDS NO 
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ATTACHMENT C 
 

2014 ACYOA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Hosted by the Armenian Church of the Holy Martyrs, Bayside, New York 

Held at the Diocese of the Armenian Church (Eastern), New York, New York 
MAY 22 - 23, 2014 

 
AGENDA 

 
THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2014 
 
General Assembly Registration (Kavookjian Hall)  
6:00 - 7:00 pm  
 
First Assembly Session (Kavookjian Hall)  
7:00 pm – 9:30 pm  
 
I. Invocation 
II. Roll Call - Confirmation of Quorum 
III. Introduction of Robert’s Rules of Order 
IV. Election of Assembly Chair and Vice Chair 
V. Appointment of Secretary, Sergeant-at-Arms, Parliamentarian, and Resolutions and Courtesies 

Committee 
VI. Adoption of Agenda 
VII. Acceptance of 2013 General Assembly Minutes 
VIII. Joint Report of the Central Council and DYYAM 
IX. Report of the Hand-in-Hand ACYOA/FAR Committee 
X. Informational Presentations 

a. St. Nersess Armenian Seminary 
b. FAR - ayo! Presentation 
c. Zohrab Information Center 

XI. Report of the 2012 Sports Weekend Committee 
XII. Report of the 2013 Sports Weekend Committee 
XIII. 2014 Sports Weekend Committee Welcome  
 
9:30 pm – Clergy and Delegate Reception (Guild Hall)  
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FRIDAY MAY 24, 2014  
 
8:30 am – Morning Worship and Primate’s Message (St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral) Breakfast  
 
Second Assembly Session  
9:00 am – 10:45 am (Kavookjian Hall)  
 
I. Roll Call 
II. Small Group Bible Study and Discussion 
III. Recap of Group Discussions  
 
Break – 15 Minutes  
 
Third Assembly Session  
11:00 am – 12:30 pm  
 
IV. Report of the Nancy Basmajian ASP Scholarship Fund Committee 
V. Report of the Auditing Committee 
VI. 2013 Financial Report 
VII. Elections  

a. Introduction of Central Council Candidates 
b. Central Council (3) 
c. Nominating Committee (3) 
d. Auditing Committee (3) 

 
Primate’s Luncheon 
12:30 pm – 2:15 pm  
Presentation of Awards  
Group Photo 
 
Fourth Assembly Session  
2:15 pm – 3:45 p.m.  
 
VIII. Elections (cont’d) 
IX. New Business 

a. 2015 Proposed Budget 
b. Proposals 
c. 2016 General Assembly/Sports Weekend Bids 
d. Other  

 
Break – 15 Minutes  
 
Fifth Assembly Session  
4:00 pm – 6:00 pm  
 
X. New Business (cont’d) 
XI. Report of the Resolutions and Courtesies Committee 
XII. Passing the Banner to the 2015 General Assembly Committee and Presentation 
XIII. Adjournment and Benediction  
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ATTACHMENT D 
 

ARMENIAN CHURCH YOUTH ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA (ACYOA) 
2013 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
This year was one of hard work, transitions, and grass roots efforts for the Armenian Church Youth 
Organization of America (ACYOA). At the end of the year, the ACYOA had 23 official chapters 
throughout the Diocese. We have aimed to lead these young people closer to Jesus Christ using the 
Circles of the Cross (worship, witness, education, service, and fellowship). As the ACYOA Executive 
Secretary, Nancy Basmajian, began to step down in the beginning of the year, the Central Council 
started to transition the ACYOA through the restructuring of the Diocesan departments. As the years 
pass, we play an increasingly pivotal role in keeping the Church and Jesus Christ present in the daily 
lives of our young adults. Comprised of primarily college-aged and young professionals, who are 
beginning to forge their own path, it is the ACYOA’s responsibility under the auspices of the Armenian 
Church to encourage them to live out their faith. The ACYOA set out to continue our efforts through the 
programs discussed in the report below.  
 
Central Council Meetings  
The Central Council met five times this year. His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian was present 
for our March, June, August, and October meetings. The Diocesan Vicar, the Very Rev. Fr. Simeon 
Odabashian, was present at all of our meetings. The ACYOA Executive Secretary, Nancy Basmajian, 
was present for our March meeting. Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries, Jennifer Morris, was 
present for our June, August, and October meetings. Those meetings were held as follows: March 23 
(Diocese), May 4 (Diocesan Assembly – Boca Raton, FL), June 29 (Ararat Center – Greenville, NY), 
August 24 (Dallas, TX), and October 19 (Diocese). Additionally, the ACYOA Central Council met at 
each of the national events it hosted. Due to the rising cost of travel, the ACYOA Central Council 
employed the use of more frequent conference calls, with a minimum of one call per month.  
 
Fifth Annual Chapter Workshop  
The ACYOA Central Council sponsored a Chapter Workshop for a fifth consecutive year. It took place 
on June 14-16 and was hosted by St. Hagop Armenian Church in St. Petersburg, FL. This is the first 
year St. Hagop hosted the workshop. Over 30 participants representing 13 parishes attended the 
weekend, half of which were new attendees. The theme of the workshop was to focus on the 
development of our chapters; concepts were developed by the Central Council to inspire participants 
into strategic planning with practical tools and tips to strengthen their chapters and regions. The Central 
Council sought to have participants leave the workshop with clear goals for their communities and the 
necessary resources on how to accomplish those short and long term goals. The workshop sessions were 
held at the parish and a meeting facility at Fr. Hovnan Demirjians housing complex; Fr. Hovnan also 
served as the workshop chaplain. Overnight accommodations were provided at the Marriott, St. 
Petersburg, FL.  
 
Regional Retreats  
Several smaller regional retreats were held during the Lenten and Easter season. The theme of the 
retreats was Called to a New Life – “Behold I Make All Things New”. The first retreat was held at St. 
Mary Church in Livingston, NJ on February 16. There were 33 participants from 8 local chapters 
(including 7 Oriental Orthodox participants). This set a great tone for the upcoming retreats. The second 
retreat was held at St. Gregory the Illuminator Church in Chicago, IL on April 20. There were 19 
participants from 8 local chapters. The third retreat was rescheduled to the fall, due to unforeseen 
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circumstances, to the fall, and was held at Holy Trinity Church in Cambridge, MA. There were 27 
participants from 10 local chapters. 
 
Annual Alumni Ball  
After the difficult efforts to raise awareness from our alumni and funds for the current member 
activities, the Central Council chose to suspend the Alumni Ball for 2013.  
 
Leadership Conference  
Year after year, the Leadership Conference has proven to be the most exciting and energetic program 
that the ACYOA offers. The weekend conference was hosted by the ACYOA Central Council at the 
Don Bosco Retreat Center in Stony Point, NY and was held from November 8-10. The theme of the 
weekend conference was Living the Gospel of Christ which focused on examining effective styles of 
communication and evaluating our own ability to communicate as leaders in our parishes and across the 
Diocese. The conference was attended by 53 participants representing 18 parishes. It was a great 
platform for young adults to openly discuss their faith and real life situations of how it was relatable to 
them personally. There were also engaging and insightful speakers who challenged participants in 
various areas. The program was well received and evaluations were overwhelmingly positive.  
 
ACYOA Day  
Palm Sunday is the official ACYOA Day in our Diocesan calendar. The following Central Council 
members traveled to parishes throughout our Diocese to make presentations about the importance of the 
ACYOA (March 24): Daniel Mantis – White Plains, NY; Karen Dardarian – Bayside, NY; Olivia 
Derderian – White Plains, NY; Jonathan Pelaez – Livingston, NJ; Armen Terjimanian – Washington, 
DC; Adrienne Ashbahian – Fairlawn, NJ; Ani Grigorian – Evanston, IL.  
 
General Assembly & Sports Weekend  
The 2013 ACYOA General Assembly, held on May 23-24, and the Sports Weekend which followed on 
May 24-27, was hosted by the Sts. Sahag and Mesrob Church ACYOA Chapter of Providence, RI. 
There were 79 delegates and observers from 19 parishes present at the General Assembly and 400 
participants in the Sports Weekend.  
 
ACYOA/FAR Partnership: AYO!  
The ACYOA was compelled to learn more about FAR’s new initiative after a presentation from Andre 
Berg, Director of Communications for FAR, at this year’s Leadership Conference. AYO is a grassroots 
movement focusing on helping the communities in Armenia with such projects as the providing 
defibrillators to hospitals and ambulances, creating more handicap accessible schools, and providing a 
braille printer for the visually impaired children for a special school in Armenia. The ACYOA is looking 
forward to partnering with FAR to help promote and support the initiative, which gives activists an extra 
push to provide local solutions to local challenges in Armenia.  
 
Armenia Service Program  
The Armenia Service Program (ASP) took place from July 1-July 20 with 9 young adults representing 9 
parishes. Fr. Abraham Malkhasyan, pastor of Holy Martyrs Church in Bayside, NY, served as Director 
and Deanna Cachoian-Schanz of St. Gregory the Enlightener Church in White Plains, NY served as 
Assistant to the Director. Participants traveled throughout Armenia to learn about their homeland and 
grow closer to their Armenian Christian identity. The Central Council partnered with the Fund for 
Armenian Relief and Fuller Housing to coordinate the service portion of the trip. Participants served at 
two FAR projects in the city of Gyumri: the Soup Kitchen for the city’s seniors, and the construction site 
of the Octet Music School.  
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Armenian Jerusalem Event  
The Central Council was asked to be a part of the planning for an event regarding His Beatitude 
Archbishop Nourhan Manougian’s visit to St. Vartan Cathedral on November 3rd. Three ACYOA 
members, including a former ACYOA Central Council member, spoke during the reception about their 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem and the importance of an Armenian Jerusalem.  
 
Communication  
The Central Council continues to use various methods of communication to reach out to its chapters and 
membership. Social Media remains to be one of our main forms of communication and allows us to stay 
current with our membership on a weekly and daily basis. We currently use Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram to promote our programming, attract visitors to our website, and to disseminate general 
information. We post prayers and Bible passages for people to read that are relevant to their lives today.  
 
Our most consistent and effective form of communication is our monthly e-blast which we use to inform 
ACYOA members of future events and share the successes of our chapters. When necessary, we try to 
be proactive about sending e-blasts to communicate important information and news. Our statistics show 
that this has been an effective tool for us, with a higher than average open rate for similar organizations 
with a low bounce- back rate.  
 
With our current demographic widening in the form of which media they choose to receive, it has 
become necessary for us to disseminate our information across as many mediums as possible to capture 
our audience and provide them with up to date information.  
 
ACYOA Executive Secretary  
The ACYOA Executive Secretary, Nancy Basmajian, directs and manages young adult ministry and 
works in unison with the ACYOA Central Council, local ACYOA chapters, and the Department of 
Youth and Education. Responsibilities include preparing and equipping young adults for responsible and 
intelligent service to their local parish community and the larger Church, providing experiences that 
foster spiritual growth, faith development, Christian and Armenian literacy, leadership skills, and 
meaningful relationships within the Church.  
 
In the beginning of the year, the Executive Secretary was starting to step down from her role. Even 
though Nancy was stepping down from her role, she was actively involved in all ACYOA 
administrative, programming and promotional initiatives during the transition. She attended the March 
Central Council meeting; designed and coordinated programming that included the fifth Annual Chapter 
Workshop for chapter leaders, the Regional Retreats, the Armenia Service Program, and the Annual 
General Assembly. Other responsibilities involved working with colleagues in the Department of Youth 
and Education on various projects and coordinating the eight-week AGBU summer internship program 
for Diocesan interns.  
 
Ms. Nancy Basmajian stepped down as Executive Secretary at the end of June. The ACYOA would like 
to extend its appreciation for all of her hard work in her 10 years serving as the Executive Secretary.  
 
Nancy Basmajian ASP Scholarship Fund  
During the 2013 General Assembly, the body of the Assembly moved to create an endowment fund 
honoring Nancy Basmajian's service to our Diocese, specifically her tenure as the ACYOA Executive 
Secretary. The endowment fund's purpose is to support the ACYOA's ASP program by providing 
scholarships to participants with its disbursements. The body of the Assembly also requested the Central 
Council to create a committee to raise funds for the endowment. The Nancy Basmajian Fund Committee 
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was formed shortly after the General Assembly. The committee is led by the former ACYOA Central 
Council Chair, Danny Mantis, and has started to raise awareness and money for the fund.  
 
Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries  
The newly created Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries was created in September by 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian. The Director and Coordinator, Jennifer Morris and Lorie Odabashian 
respectively, transitioned to working with the ACYOA Central Council and have taken over 
responsibilities of the ACYOA Executive Secretary. Jennifer Morris attended the June, August, and 
October Central Council Meetings. Jennifer and Lorie also coordinated and attended our Leadership 
Conference and our New England Regional Retreat.  
 
ACYOA Central Council Officers 
January to May 
Daniel Mantis (Chair), Karen Dardarian (Vice Chair), Jonathan Pelaez (Treasurer), Ani Grigorian 
(Secretary), Armen Terjimanian (Public Relations Coordinator), Olivia Derderian (Programming 
Coordinator), Adrienne Ashbahian (Special Project Coordinator).  
 
June to December  
Jonathan Pelaez (Chair), Ani Grigorian (Vice Chair), Shant Paklaian (Treasurer), Chelsea Kress 
(Secretary), Armen Terjimanian (Public Relations Coordinator), Adrienne Ashbahian (Programming 
Coordinator), Daniel Zalinov (Chapter Relations).  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Jonathan Pelaez, Chairperson  
ACYOA Central Council  
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ATTACHMENT E 
 

DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES (YOUTH OUTREACH) 
ANNUAL REPORT 2013 

 
The Youth Outreach Coordinator position was filled January through August, and focused on 
managing the ACYOA Juniors and executing the Diocesan Summer Camp programs, Hye Camp and St. 
Vartan Camp. The Primate then established the Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries in 
September, and appointed the Youth Outreach Coordinator to serve as the new department’s director. 
The new department maintained its previous responsibilities, and also began to work with the ACYOA 
Central Council developing programs for the ACYOA Seniors. The department strives to make the 
Armenian Church significant in the lives of youth and young adults, by creating and delivering Christ-
centered programming based on the Cross of Circles. Diocesan summer camps, the ACYOA Juniors, 
and ACYOA Seniors continue to serve as the main vehicles through which this ministry can be fulfilled. 
 
ACYOA Juniors: There are currently 35 active ACYOA Junior groups in the Diocese with a potential 
for many more that already gather for church-sponsored activities. Among the parishes of our Diocese: 
only four have a full-time, paid youth adviser; one has a part-time paid youth adviser; and 26 have 
clergy appointed youth advisers working on a volunteer basis. However, there are still 11 parishes in 
which the only contact is the parish priest and/or parish council chair. It is imperative that each parish 
continue to ensure that there is at least one designated youth worker mentoring its young people and 
disseminating information about youth programs. 
 
ACYOA Juniors Retreats: Eight regional retreats were organized and led by the Youth Outreach 
Coordinator. The retreat series theme focused on “Shining the Light of Christ.” Discussions and 
activities challenged teens to think about how we can let our light shine despite the darkness we face in 
our daily lives. The retreats reached out to157 youth between the ages of 13-18 from 24 different 
parishes. The following retreats were held: 

! ︎January 26, St. Kevork ACYOA Jrs and Srs Retreat, Houston, TX 
! ︎February 2-3, Florida Regional Retreat at St. Hagop Church, St. Petersburg, FL 
! ︎February 22-24, New England Regional Retreat at St. Methodius Faith and 
! Heritage Retreat Center, Contoocook, NH 
! ︎March 1-3, New York, New Jersey, and Mid-Atlantic Regional Retreat at Don 
! Bosco Retreat Center, Stony Point, NY 
! ︎March 8-10, Michigan and Ohio Regional Retreat at Camp Wise, Chardon, OH 
! ︎March 15-17, Wisconsin and Illinois Regional Retreat at Camp Hickory, Ingleside, IL 
! ︎October 26, St. James ACYOA Jrs Chapter Revitalization Retreat, Evanston, IL 
! ︎December 7-8, Hartford, New Britain, Springfield, and Trumbull ACYOA Jrs 
! Chapter Revitalization Retreat, St. George Church, Hartford, CT 

 
ACYOA Juniors Hye M’rtsoom: Hye M’rtsoom was hosted Memorial Day weekend (May 24-27) by 
St. James Church, Watertown, MA. This year, a record breaking 223 participants representing 15 
parishes attended. Four awards were presented on behalf of the ACYOA Central Council to the ACYOA 
Juniors: the Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan Vision Award, the Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan Leadership 
Award, the Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan Service Award, and the Chapter “A” Award to an ACYOA 
Juniors Chapter. 
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ACYOA Juniors Sports Weekend: Each year, a different parish takes on the responsibility of hosting 
the ACYOA Juniors Fall Sports Weekend during Columbus Day weekend (Oct 11-14). This year, it was 
hosted by the parish community of Sts. Sahag and Mesrob Armenian Church, Wynnewood, PA. Close to 
220 participants from 15 different parishes travelled to take part in the weekend’s festivities. 
 
Diocesan Summer Camp Programs: Preparations for the diocesan summer camp programs began in 
early January. Prior to the camp season, the Coordinator worked closely with members of the 
Department of Youth and Education and the Camp Directors to develop the camp curriculum and staff 
training manual. She worked in partnership with Rev. Fr. Krikor A. Sabounjian and Rev. Fr. Vasken 
Kouzouian, St. Vartan Camp Directors, and V. Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian, Hye Camp Director. The 
Coordinator spent eight and a half weeks at the diocesan summer camp programs: St. Vartan Camp in 
Greenville, NY and Hye Camp in Ingleside, IL. The coordinator developed and led the staff training at 
both camps. 
 
At St. Vartan Camp, the Coordinator was responsible for all of the logistical planning and paperwork 
including: public relations, registration, CIT and staff applications and hiring, meeting New York State 
Department of Health requirements and inspections, insurance and financial record-keeping, and 
supervised the day-to-day operations. 
 
For Hye Camp, the Coordinator worked closely with the volunteer Hye Camp Board for the pre-camp 
planning, registration, and preparation. While at camp, she supervised day- to-day operations and 
oversaw the daily programming. 
 
The Coordinator is appreciative of all of the staff and volunteers who contributed to a successful camp 
season which reached out to more than 500 participants from around the Diocese. Please see the St. 
Vartan Camp and Hye Camp Reports for additional information. 
 
ACYOA Seniors: There are currently 23 active ACYOA Senior chapters in the Diocese with a potential 
for many more that already gather for church-sponsored activities. The coordinator began working with 
the ACYOA Central Council in June, and fully transitioned into her new role in September upon 
completing the camp season. The newly developed Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 
(DYYAM) Director and Coordinator collaborate direct and manage all young adult ministry programs 
and work in unison with the ACYOA Central Council and local ACYOA chapters. Please see the 
ACYOA Central Council Report for additional information. 
 
Additional Work Travels and Presentations: 

! ︎January 8-11, April 17-19, May 24, May 20-22 and 28-31, September 3-6 and 16- 18, October 
18 and 21, November 7 and 11-13, and December 17-20, work from Diocese, New York, NY 

! ︎February 9, Hye Camp 50th Anniversary Celebration and Poon Pareegentan Dance, Chicago, IL 
! ︎February 25, March 19, October 7, St. Vartan Camp Directors Meeting, Cambridge, MA 
! ︎May 2-4, Diocesan Assembly, Boca Raton, FL 
! ︎May 23-24, ACYOA Srs General Assembly, Providence, RI 
! ︎May 29, Camp Training for Clergy, Diocese, New York, NY 
! ︎June 13, September 12, and October 27, Hye Camp Board Meetings, Evanston 

and Chicago, IL 
! ︎June 29-30, August 24, October 19, ACYOA Central Council Meetings, Ararat Center, 

Greenville, NY, St. Sarkis Church, Carrollton, TX and Diocese, New York, NY 
! ︎October 5, ACYOA Seniors New England Regional Retreat, Holy Trinity Church, Cambridge, 

MA 
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! ︎October 7, Inaugural Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) Meeting, Holy Trinity Church, 
Cambridge, MA 

! ︎October 24, November 21, December 6, and December 10, Detroit ACYOA Seniors 2015 Sports 
Weekend Planning Meetings 

! ︎November 11, Youth Summit Meeting, St. Leon Church, Fair Lawn, NJ 
 
Professional Development: Each year, the coordinator attends a three-day conference hosted by the 
Orthodox Christian Camp Association (January 24-26). The theme this year was “Shine Forth.” More 
than 100 participants gathered in Austin, TX so clergy and lay workers could have a forum to discuss 
how to best meet the needs of their campers and staff, spiritually and socially. 
 
In preparation for the camp season, the coordinator spent a day receiving First Aid, CPR, and AED 
training and certification through the American Red Cross and training in Responding to Emergencies. 
She also participated in several webinars and learning opportunities through the American Camping 
Association. 
 
Staff: Jennifer Morris served as the Youth Outreach Coordinator January to August, and as the Director 
of the Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries beginning in September. Lorie Odabashian was 
hired in September and serves as the Coordinator of the Department of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries. 
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ATTACHMENT F 
 

2013 REPORT OF THE HAND-IN-HAND COMMITTEE 
 
Delegates of the General Assembly, two years ago this body passed a resolution to form a partnership 
between the ACYOA and the Fund for Armenian Relief. That resolution took the form of a committee 
known otherwise as the Hand in Hand Committee. After much discussion, in November of 2012, we put 
down a significant deposit at St. Leon Armenian Church to secure a December 2012 date for our event, 
which at the time was an art auction. Due to circumstances beyond our control, we had to cancel the 
event and the committee went dormant for over a year. Despite this, St. Leon has stated that our deposit 
is still active for when we are ready to have another event. In early 2014, I reengaged with the Central 
Council and FAR to retool the initial art auction idea and put forth a new proposal so that our deposit at 
St. Leon would not be lost, and most importantly the goals of the resolution that this body passed two 
years ago would be realized. 
 
At this time, the proposal is in a rough draft form. It is, in short, that the ACYOA Seniors hold a dance 
that will incorporate selling a small number of photographic art created by children currently at the FAR 
Children’s Center in Armenia. As before, all profits from the dance and the art sale will go directly to 
FAR to benefit the children in Armenia. In addition, the dance and activities prior to the dance will 
provide a venue to further educate people on what FAR does and a new venture called WEAREAYO, 
which is a website that raises money to directly support project that young Armenians come up with. I 
encourage everyone to visit www.weareayo.org for a better understanding of what the project seeks to 
accomplish. 
 
The groundwork has been laid and now this is where you all come in. The first thing that is necessary to 
move forward on this is to get members on the committee that will organize and run the dance along 
with myself. I would encourage everyone who is interested to participate in the committee, but we will 
need at least a few that are specifically from the NJ/NY area as that is where the event will take place. In 
the coming weeks, I will be refining the proposal further with the Central Council and I hope that 
anyone who is interested in being on the committee will be able to participate as well.  
 
I would like to apologize to the General Assembly for letting this noble resolution go dormant for as 
long as it has. With all of your help we cannot only accomplish what we set out to do two years 
ago…we can do more. If anyone has any questions regarding this, please feel free to call or email me. 
The Central Council, specifically Adrienne, can provide you with my contact information. 
 
Respectfully,  
Eric Ashbahian 
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ATTACHMENT G 
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ATTACHMENT H 
 

ADDENDUM TO THE REPORT OF THE 2013 SPORTS WEEKED COMMITTEE 
 

As a summary addendum to the detailed 2013 GASW recapture report, specifically requested by the 
Diocesan Council by Chairperson, Jim Kalustian, please accept this brief overview of last year's event. 
Should any questions arise requiring further follow up on the part of the Providence ACYOA, they can 
be directed to Nicholas Durgarian at Durgarian@gmail.com. 
 
The Providence GASW was ultimately and overwhelmingly a great success on multiple levels: planning, 
participation, event quality, fellowship, financial, as well as core ACYOA chapter building in the 
Providence Community. In Providence, we gathered just shy of 400 registered participants in fellowship 
from across the country as far as Hawaii, as well as from Canada. Our Saturday Night Kef Dance, 
attracted another 350 outside guests in a fun, family atmosphere bringing participants in communion 
with our regional Armenian community. The financial result was also positive, generating $20,000 in 
net profit, with books that closed in just under 2 weeks following the event, all completely void of any 
large scale donations. 
 
As with any undertaking, the positives came with negatives, which were objectively identified in the 
detailed report. While we were disappointed to have to address certain drawbacks and issues we 
experienced, we sincerely hope that this gathering of delegates appreciates the value of not only 
knowing what went well, but also examining where we struggled. Otherwise, how else can we continue 
to grow and better the work that we do within this organization. The good infrequently teaches us how 
to change and be better in the future; true advancement comes from learning where we fall short so that 
we can understand what must be done to continually be better. This is our hope, ever-growing 
betterment, not only within this organization, but in each of our respective communities. 
 
Lastly, we would like to thank this managing body of the Senior ACYOA once again, for entrusting the 
Providence Community with the 2013 GASW. It was our pleasure hosting you, and we look forward to 
serving this organization again. 
In speaking with Miss Morris, in her new capacity at the diocese, as well as with Serpazan Hayr, it 
seems that this upcoming weekend will be another grand success. We wish our best to the Bayside 
Community, and wish all of you a fruitful and prosperous meeting. Good Luck, God Speed, and most 
importantly, Have Fun! 
 
Best Regards, 
Nicholas Durgarian 
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ATTACHMENT I 
ACYOA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

BIBLE STUDY/DISCUSSION 
MAY 23, 2014 

 
Galatians 4:7 "So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and since you are a son, God has also made 
you an heir" 
 
What are we heirs of? 
 
How do we live up to this responsibility? 
 
 
 
Romans 3:23 "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" 
 
It is easy to see how others fall short, but how do we fall short of God’s expectations? Of others? Of our 
own? Whose truly matters? 
 
 
 
1 Corinthians 1:26-29 “For consider your call, brethren; not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth; but God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise, God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong, God 
chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that 
are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 
 
As leaders of our chapters, why do we rely on those who we already know will do a good job?  
 
How can we lift up those who don't feel worthy of serving? 
 
 
 
Matthew 4:19-20 "Jesus called out to them, 'come follow me and I will show you how to fish for 
people'" 
 
God chose us to be fishers of men for the ACYOA!  
 

! How does the ACYOA Central Council help support your chapter in doing this?   
 

! How can the Central Council do better?  
 

! What resources do you need at the parish level to truly achieve the Diocesan theme of Living the 
Gospel of Christ? 
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ATTACHMENT J 
 

AUDITING COMMITTEE REPORT 
2013 ACYOA CENTRAL COUNCIL 

 
The auditing committee has completed an audit of the ACYOA Central Council’s revenue and expenses 
for the period January 1, 2013, through December 31, 2013. This audit serves to verify that the financial 
position of the ACYOA Central Council accurately references the 2013 budget. In addition, the 
committee reconciled the banking activity for the same period. 
 
With respect to the 2013 Financial Report, the committee first addresses budgeted versus actual income 
and expenditures. The committee noted that line item #1001 “ASP Income” of $25,540.00 was fifty 
three percent less than the budgeted amount of $55,000.00. It was asked if the $25,540.00 income was 
the amount contributed by participants as a pass-through for their expenses or if other income sources 
such as donations were included. The treasurer explained that the $25,540.00 is inclusive to the amount 
of participants registered for ASP 2013. This year we experienced below average participation for ASP. 
The trip accommodated 9 participants. 
 
Income line item #1010 “Other Income” prompted a question that anticipated sources of other income 
should be clearly identified as a footnote. It was noticed that an income of $0.00 was achieved versus the 
proposed 2013 budget of $5,000.00. The treasurer responded that no other income was reported for 
2013. 
 
The committee next reviewed the 2013 expenses by first reconciling transactions for the year. It was 
determined that according to the banking statements provided, all financial activity was conducted with 
accepted accounting procedures. 
 
We questioned expenses line item #2005 “Chapter Visits”; #2006 “Religious/Ed. Programs”; #2015 
“Diocesan Assembly”; and #2015 “General Assembly” as these all exceeded the 2013 budget. We 
interpreted these variations as necessary requirements to manage these programs and the Treasurer 
confirmed our evaluation. 
 
Expense line item #2024 “Miscellaneous” recorded a 2013 actual expense of $14,253.00, a considerable 
variation over the 2013 budgeted amount of $200.00. The treasurer reported the following breakdown of 
expenses; $10,000 for satisfying ACEF loan that was removed in 2009; $4003 for Nancy Basmajian 
Fund Donations; $150 for Jerusalem Patriarch Event; Children’s Center Donation. These amounts were 
identified as a footnote in the General Assembly 2013 Financial Report. 
 
The committee appreciates that the Central Council considered all the recommendations of the 2012 
Auditing Committee, especially in providing e-statements via email. This was very helpful to our review 
process. 
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The Auditing Committee recommends the following: 
 
1. The Assembly would be served in future if footnotes and explanations were provided for all line 

items that show an actual fiscal year balance of zero. 
 

Explanations should be provided for why there were no expenses in the current fiscal year even 
though in some cases, amounts were budgeted for future years. 
 

Income #1009: Interest Income (budgeted $0.00, actual $0.00) 
Income #1010: Other Income (budgeted $5,000.00, actual $0.00) 
Expense #2007: Newsletter (budgeted $0.00, actual $0.00) 
Expense #2008: Standing Committee Expense (budgeted $500.00, actual $0.00) 
Expense #2009: Chapter Assistance Program (budgeted $1,000.00, actual $0.00) 
Expense #2010: Conference Calls (budgeted $0.00, actual $0.00) 
Expense #2017: Postage (budgeted $0.00, actual $0.00) 
Expense #2023: Essay Contest (budgeted $500.00, actual $0.00) 

 
 
2. We note that no expenses have been recorded for the past three years for Expense #2007 

“Newsletter”. We recommend that this line item be removed from future budgets. The Treasurer 
clarified that that would be the anticipated action. 

 
 
3. It is recommended that all items eliminated or re-classified from the budget, such as expense item 

#2021 “EMA Annual Fee” be explained. 
 
On behalf of myself, Jon and Gregory, the Auditing Committee would like to thank the Central Council, 
specifically Treasurer Shant Paklaian, for his kind attention in answering our questions and support 
during the auditing process. We conclude that the combined financial records of the 2013 ACYOA 
Central Council are a fair representation in accordance with generally accepted accounting procedure. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Christine Santourian             
Jon Simonian             
Gregory Torosian 
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ATTACHMENT K 
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ATTACHMENT L 

2014 GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
ELECTION RESULTS 

 
Assembly Chair (vote for 1) 
 *Gregory Torosian (Cambridge, MA) 
 Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA) Vice Chair 
 
 
Central Council (vote for 3) 
 *Sarine Atamian (Bayside, NY) 
 Alyne Corrigan (Elberon, NJ) 
 *Ani Grigorian (Racine, WI) 
 Harry Kezelian (Southfield, MI) 
 Melissa Mardoian (Palos Heights, IL) 
 *Jonathan Pelaez (Livingston, NJ) 
 Armen Terjimanian (Washington, DC) 
 Timothy Aivazian (Fair Lawn, NJ) 
 Karina Bekelian (Watertown, MA) Alternate 
 
 
Nominating Committee (vote for 3) 
 Alyne Corrigan (Elberon, NJ) 
 Ara Janigian (Providence, RI) 
 *Danielle Malconian (Cambridge, MA) 
 *Christine Santourian (Southfield, MI) 
 Mark Varteresian (Springfield, MA) 
 Crystal Densmore (Racine, WI) 
 *Caiti Zeytoonian (Watertown, MA) 
 Melissa Mardoian (Palos Heights, IL) Alternate 
 Talene Jermakian (Springfield, MA) 
 
 
Auditing Committee (vote for 3) 
 Brian Ansbigian (Watertown, MA) 
 Christine Hovsepian (Cambridge, MA) 
 *Aras Mermer (Washington, DC) 
 *Ronald Malconian (Cambridge, MA) 
 *Armen Terjimanian (Washington, DC) 
 Matthew Dalakian (Livingston, NJ) Alternate 
  

 
*denotes elected 
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ATTACHMENT M 
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ATTACHMENT N 
 

ACYOA Junior Awards: (Watertown, MA May 2014) 
 
The Abp. Tiran Nersoyan Service Award – Daniella Badishkanian, St. Mary Armenian Church, 
Livingston, NJ 
 
The Abp. Tiran Nersoyan Leadership Award – Jacqueline Jae, St. Mary Armenian Church, 
Livingston, NJ 
 
The Abp. Tiran Nersoyan Vision Award – Lucine Dayian, St. Sarkis Armenian Church, Carrollton, 
TX 
 
ACYOA Juniors Chapter "A" Award – St. James Armenian Church, Watertown, MA 
 
ACYOA Senior Awards: (Bayside, NY May 2014) 
 
The Gregory Arpajian Leadership Award – Daniel Mantis, St. Mesrob Armenian Church, Racine, 
WI 
 
The Sam Nersesian Award – Gregory Torosian, Holy Trinity Armenian Church, Cambridge, MA 
 
ACYOA Seniors Chapter "A" Award – Holy Trinity Armenian Church, Cambridge, MA 
 
The Very Rev. Fr. Haigazoun Melkonian Award – Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian 
 
 
The Rev. Fr. Haroutiun and Yn. Patricia Dagley Award – Maria Derderian 
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ATTACHMENT O 
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ATTACHMENT P 
 

REPORT OF THE 2014 RESOLUTIONS AND COURTESIES COMMITTEE 
 
1. Whereas His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of all Armenians, is a firm 
supporter of the youth of the Armenian Church and spends generous time with Armenian youth around 
the world, be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly extends its filial love, respect and 
wishes of good health to His Holiness. We, the members of the ACYOA, pledge our continued love and 
support to His Holiness and the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and congratulate him on his 63rd 
birthday this year.  
 
2. Whereas His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, our beloved Primate, has presided over the 
2014 ACYOA General Assembly, and has provided immeasurable support for the 2014 ACYOA 
General Assembly, and whereas he continues to implement new programs and carries the torch of 
enthusiasm for the youth of our Diocese, be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly 
expresses its gratitude and appreciation for his love, patience, knowledge, insight, and guidance, thanks 
him for his inspirational and moving message which was delivered at Morning Service during the 
Assembly, and congratulates him on his re-election this year and his 63rd birthday and 43rd anniversary 
of his ordination.  
 
3. Whereas this year marked the 99th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide of 1915, and whereas there 
were several commemorations of that day throughout the world this year, be it resolved that the 2014 
ACYOA General Assembly prays that God continue to give strength and health to the survivors of that 
horrific event, as well as provide comfort to those families whose relatives perished. 
 
4. Whereas the conflict in Afghanistan continues and lives are lost everyday, be it resolved that the 2014 
ACYOA General Assembly prays that God strengthen and comfort the people of Afghanistan, all of the 
troops working in the country including many of our own Armenian American young adults who are 
serving in the armed services and fighting in the front lines, and whereas the US will soon be 
withdrawing troops from the country, we pray that they come home safely.  
 
5. Whereas the Civil War in Syria broke out last year and continues unabated, with violence especially 
being felt by minorities of Syria including Christians, and including Armenian Christians, many of 
whom have fled or been driven from the country, and whereas the historic Armenian town of Kessab 
with its surrounding villages have been occupied by radical rebel forces, be it resolved that the 2014 
ACYOA General Assembly prays for those who have been suffering on account of the war in Syria for 
their continued safety and well being. 
 
6. Whereas three bishops, Rev. Mikael Kayal, Metropolitan Paul of Aleppo, and Mor Gregorios 
Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo who were kidnapped, be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General 
Assembly prays for their safe return home. Whereas Rev. Frans van der Lugt, a Jesuit priest from the 
Netherlands was murdered this past April. Be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly 
prays for his soul. 
 
7. Whereas a shooting occurred in Fort Hood Texas on April 2, 2014. when 4 people were murdered 
including several injured. Be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly prays for those who 
perished in that tragedy 
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8.  Whereas Malaysian Airlines Flight 370 disappeared on March 8th of this year with over 200 aboard, 
and its fate remains unknown, be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly prays for those 
who went missing and their families. 
 
9. Whereas the tragic death of over 300 coal miners in a mine collapse took place in Soma, Turkey last 
week, be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly prays for those who perished in this event 
and their families. 
 
10. Whereas May 28 marks the 96th anniversary of Armenia first being proclaimed an independent 
republic, and whereas on September 21, the Republic of Armenia will celebrate the 23rd anniversary of 
its renewed independence, be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly extends warm wishes 
to our brothers and sisters in Armenia, prays for peace and stability in its internal politics, and offers 
heartfelt prayers for the continued success of President Serzh Sargsyan.  
 
11. Be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly extends heartfelt prayers to our brothers and 
sisters in Nagorno-Karabagh, including Primate of Karabagh Archbishop Barkev Martirosyan, and 
President of Karabagh, Bako Sahakyan, and all others in the world defending their basic human rights 
and right to self-determination.  
 
12. Be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly extends heartfelt prayers to the Armenian 
Patriarch of Jerusalem, Archbishop Nourhan Manoogian and as well as Armenian Patriarch of 
Constantinople Archbishop Mesrob II Mutafian, as well as our brothers and sisters amongst the 
Diaspora around the world.  
 
13. Be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly extends sincere appreciation to the ACYOA 
Seniors of Holy Martyrs Armenian Church, Bayside, NY, including Rev. Fr. Abraham Malkhasyan, 
pastor, and the 2014 General Assembly and Sports Weekend Committee and advisers, for hosting the 
2014 ACYOA General Assembly and Sports Weekend.  
 
14. Be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly extends its best wishes to Holy Trinity 
Church in Cambridge MA for their successful 2016 ACYOA General Assembly and Sports Weekend 
bid. 
 
15. Whereas our Lord speaks through the words of St. John the Evangelist that all Christians, “may 
become completely one,” be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly pray for unity of all 
Churches following the mission established by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (John 17:23) 
16. Whereas there were 14 clergymen present at this year’s Assembly including His Eminence 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian: Very Rev. Fr. Simeon Odabashian, Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan, 
Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian, Rev. Fr. Nersess Jebejian, Rev. Fr. Yeprem Kelegian, Rev. Fr. Aved 
Terzian, Rev. Fr. Mardiros Chevian, Rev. Fr. Diran Bohajian, Rev. Fr. Vasken Koukouzian, Rev. Fr. 
Krikor Sabounjian, Rev. Fr. Kapriel Mouradjian, Rev. Fr. Daniel Karadjian, Rev. Fr. Arakel 
Vardazaryan and Rev. Fr. Abraham Malkhasyan. And whereas the ACYOA is an integral part of the 
Armenian Church. It is imperative that the clergy of our parishes support our youth in every endeavor. 
We also thank all the Diocesan Council members who took time out of their schedule to be with us this 
weekend. Be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly delegates and the Central Council 
express their sincere gratitude to the clergy of the Armenian Church and the Diocesan Council members. 
 
17. Whereas this is the 25th year of the passing of Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan, and whereas our 
organization, the ACYOA was founded under his leadership and vision in 1946 and has flourished these 
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68 years, and whereas Tiran Srpazan was also the founder of St. Nersess Seminary, the Choir 
Association, and many other important initiatives at one of the most crucial times in the history of our 
Diocese, engaging the first American-born generation of Armenians, be it resolved that the 2014 
ACYOA General Assembly prays for the soul of Tiran Srpazan and expresses its gratitude for his 
legacy. 
 
18. Whereas the Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministry serves as advisor to the ACYOA 
Central Council, be it resolved that the Central Council and the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly 
extends its sincere appreciation to Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries Jennifer Morris and 
Coordinator of Youth and Young Adult Ministries Lorie Odabashian, for their hard work and dedication 
towards the youth of the Armenian Church.  
 
19. Whereas new ACYOA Chapters continue to be formed in our Diocese, be it resolved that the 2014 
ACYOA General Assembly pledges to assist all chapters in their endeavors, consistent with the 
teachings of the Armenian Church, and hopes to establish chapters in all parishes within our Diocese.  
 
20. Be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly offers sincere appreciation to out-going 
Central Council members Armen Terjimanian as well as remaining Central Council members, Jonathan 
Pelaez, Ani Grigorian, Adrienne Ashbahian, Chelsea Kress, Shant Paklaian, and Daniel Zalinov for their 
dedication to our organization and hard work on its behalf, and also extends congratulations to the newly 
elected Council member Sarine Atamian and alternate, Karina Bekelian. 
 
21. Be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly thanks the Central Council, and all the 
delegates and participants for attending and making this Assembly a positive and enlightening 
experience, and for their service in their respective parishes through the year.  
 
22. Be it resolved that the 2014 ACYOA General Assembly extends its deepest gratitude to the 2014 
ACYOA General Assembly Chairman, Gregory Torosian, Vice-Chairman, Caiti Zeytoonian, General 
Assembly Secretaries, Mary Keutelian and Christine Santourian, Sergeants-at-Arms, Stephen Hollisian 
and Shant Fereshetian, Parliamentarians Fr. Yeprem Kelegian and Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian as well 
as the Nominating and Auditing committees, for making this 2014 ACYOA General Assembly a true 
success.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
2014 ACYOA General Assembly Resolutions and Courtesies Committee 
 
Harry Kezelian 
Arsen Yelegen 
Caiti Zeytoonian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


